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PREFACE. 



The following Report was presented to the Coun- 
cil upwards of six months ago, as the date im- 
plies; the publication has, however, been delayed 
to the present time by unavoidable causes. It 
must be obvious that some occurrences will have 
taken place in the interval, which in some measure 
change the aspect of certain subjects adverted to 
in the Report: wherever these occurrences mate- 
rially affect. the argument, it has been deemed 
most advisable to allude to them in a short note 
without altering the original argument. This, as 
well as certain other deviations from form, with 
which the Council are conscious their Report is 
chargeable, the candid and impartial Reader will 
forgive, on account of the peculiarity of tfc» 
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PREFACE. 



situation as distant Colonists singularly obnox- 
ious to misrepresentation. And if it be objected 
to the Report that it is too controversial for a 
paper of the kind, let it be remembered that the 
main object of the undertaking is to counteract 
the mischievous impression which has been made 
on the public mind by misrepresentation. 



Barbadoes, 
January I, 1824* 



A REPORT, 

tfC. SfC. 



The following Report was presented by Mr. H am dkn /rot* 
the Committee of the Council appointed to inquire into 
the condition of the Slates, fa. &.; <wd being adopted 
by the Board, was ordered to be published. 



Babbadoes Councix-Chambeb, 
Tuesday July 22, 1823. 

Your Committee find that a party in England, 
who have been for a long time the avowed enemies 
of the West Indies, have at length explicitly de- 
clared their determination to bring about a Revo- 
lution in the state of society in these Colonies; 
and that, in furtherance of these views, they have, 
by means of exaggeration and misrepresentation, 
exhibited a picture " of the grossest injustice; of 
" the most heathenish irreligion and immorality; 
" of the most unprecedented degradation, and un- 
u relenting cruelty*" — in short, such a picture as 
must fill with horror and disgust " all who have 
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" any respect for justice, or any feelings of hu- 
" inanity:'' and this they declare to be a faithful 
picture of West Indian Slavery, 

Calumny can only be repelled by facts. In 
order to give the stamp of authenticity to the 
facts on which'our defence must be founded, wei 
have thought proper to obtain from His Excel* 
lency the Governor, a Commission authorizing us 
to examine on oath all such persons as we may 
have occasion to call before us, 

Having to contend against prejudices of no 
ordinary force, and prejudices which we freely 
confess are founded in some of the best feelings 
of our nature, we have been very circumspect in 
the selection of the witnesses whom we have ex- 
amined as to the treatment and condition of the 
Slaves. In a community constituted as this is, 
it is impossible to find many persons in no respect 
interested in the issue of the question to which 
their examinations refer, and who have had oppor- 
tunities of making observations on the state of 
Slavery. Some such persons, however, we have 
fortunately met with — gentlemen, in whom the 
common and natural claim to credit, resulting 
from perfect disinterestedness, is fortified by that 
refined and high-toned sense of honor which is 



peculiarly the characteristic of the profession to 
which they belong. To obviate all suspicion of 
collusion, we beg to remark, that we have been 
directed in the choice of these witnesses by a 
regard to the official situations which they fill* 
without any reference to the private opinions of 
individuals. By looking to the Appendix it will 
be seen, that Sir Edmund Williams is Commandant 
of the Garrison, Lieut-Col. Berkeley the head of 
the Adjutant-General's department, Lieut-GoL 
Popham the head of the Quarter-master's depart- 
ment, Dr. Tygart the chief of the Medical Staff, 
Major Cntttenden the Major of Brigade, and 
Capt Spink attached to the Staff of the Com- 
mander of the Forces. 

Certain details, however, connected with the 
domestic economy of the Plantations, could only 
be obtained from persons connected with property ; 
but, in all such cases, care has been taken to 
select gentlemen whose established reputation for 
integrity places them above the suspicion of being 
seduced from the straight path of honor and 
troth, by considerations of self-interest 

We are folly sensible of the disadvantages under 
which we alter upon this field of controversy. 
Inveterate prejudices, interested tow%, \&&Al 
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fanaticism, even amiable feelings (abused by false- 
hood) are enlisted against us. The very imputa- 
tion of guilt, especially the' guilt of base and 
sordid vices, covers the party accused with an 
odium, which makes even virtuous minds uncon- 
sciously reluctant to admit a conviction of inno- 
cence; and those who stand most in need of 
candour and indulgence, are sure to obtain the 
the smallest allowance of it. Such is human na- 
ture ! But truth is omnipotent, and vf ill triumph 

* 

in the end, 

We do not stand forth as the willing advocates 
of Slavery in the abstract; for although we know 
that it is not condemned by Divine authority, and 
has been sanctioned by the example of all ages, 
from the remotest periods to which history reaches 
down to the present time; yet it cannot be thought 
that a system which subjects man to the absolute 
power of his fellow-man is a desirable state of 
society. Our object is to shew, that Slavery does 
not necessarily imply such injustice, cruelty, and 
moral debasement, as have been ascribed to it by 
our enemies; and that the representations of West 
Indian Slavery which have been given by them, 
bear no more resemblance to the actual state of 
things in this country than a caricature com- 





manly does to the object which it is meant to 
ridicule. 

We beg that it may be steadily kept in mind, 
that oof case Tests on the testimony of honour- 
able men, delivered under the solemn sanction of 
an oath— some of them interested we admit; bat 
when it is considered, that these gentlemen are de- 
livering their testimony in the presence of a com- 
munity thoroughly acquainted with all the facts 
to which it refers, to suppose them capable under 
such circumstances of departing from the truth, 
would be to attribute to them a degree of pro- 
fligacy and barefaced depravity which is rarely 
met with. Throughout the world the sense of 
shame is stronger even than the love of virtue. 
Whereas, on the other hand, the charge of our 
adversaries rests on the vague statements of ano- 
nymous writers, or the more than questionable 
assertion of interested persons, lying under strong 
temptation to misrepresent the truth. This we 
pledge ourselves to prove, and we shall also do a 
little more; we shall shew that some of these ac- 
cusers are not honourable men, and not worthy 
of the confidence of the public. This is a part of 
our task which we would willingly forego, were 
it not indispensible to our mdk^ou%\soX.W« 
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often does it happen that the innocence of the 
accused, can only be established by exposing and 
discrediting the witnesses of the accuser* 

Before we proceed farther, there are certain 
obstructions which the Goliath, of our adversaries 
has judiciously thrown at the very threshold; 
these" must first ha removed, in order; that truth 
may be let in. 

Mr. Wiibftfotce no doubt calculated very justly 
that his mottoes, taken from the sacred volume, 
would have great effect in strengthening his alli- 
ances. There are many-pious people in England, 
who, whatever doubts they may previously have 
entertained about the sinfulness of Slavery, would 
cease to doubt when they are told that it is 
expressly condemned by. Scripture. 

Now, really, among the many things in Mr. 
Wilberforce's pamphlet which we have found it 
difficult to reconcile with that gentleman's repu- 
tation, this is not one of the least striking. That 
a person so well acquainted with the. Bible as 
Mr. Wilberforce is said to be, should resort to 
that volume for a motto to a tract written in 
reprobation of Slavery, seems to us not quite 
consistent with candour and fair dealing. He 
must have known that the Scriptures abound 
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with. texts clearly available to the advocate of 
Slavery: the very text he has chosen by no means 

■ 

condemns such a system as Mr. Wilberforce and 
his coadjutors have represented West Indian Sla- 
very to be. 

They all assert incidentally, and some of them 
have written books to prove, that the expense 
which we are . at to maintain our Slaves greatly 
exceeds what would be the wages of labour, were 
Slavery abolished. With what justice, then, can 
it be said of the West Indian Slave-owner, that 
" he useth his neighbour's service without wages, 
" and giveth him not for his work." It matters 
not whether the wages be paid in money, or in 
those things which money must be exchanged for, 
as foot}, clothing, houses, ihedical attendances, 
&c. it is equally the reward of labour. 

In Leviticus, chap, xxv., there is the most dis- 
tinct recognition of Slavery as a lawful state of 
society which words can express: — " Moreover 
" .of the, children of the strangers which do so* 
" journ among you, of them shall ye buy, and of 
* their families which are with you, which they 
" begat in your land: and they shall be your 
H possession. And ye shall take them as an in- 
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" heritance for your children after you, to ii 
u them for a possession ; they shall be your bond- 
" men for ever." Nor is it less clearly sanctioned 
by the divine Author of our Religion; vide Saint 
Luke, chap. xii. v. 47-48. 

In St. Paul's Epistles there are many passages 
indicating that he does not condemn Slavery as 
unlawful — vide Corinthians, chap. vii. 21-24; and 
we may learn from his affectionate Epistle to 
Philemon (a Slave-owner), and from the terms in 
which he speaks of Onesimus the Slave, that he 
did not think with the modern Saints, that Sla- 
very necessarily produces a moral debasement of 
both Master and Slave*. 

Having driven in the enemy's picquets, we may 
now advance. We beg, in the first instance, to 
direct your attention to the annexed examinations, 
referring to the treatment of the Slaves. You 
will there find it proved, by the concurrent testi- 
mony of Sir Reynold Alleyne, Mr. Clarke, and 
Mr. Sharpe, that the Slaves on the Plantations 

* As it will perhaps Ip $aid ]by our antagonists, that Slavery 
amongst the ancients was much more mild and lenient than 
West Indian Slavery, we beg to refer to Hume's Essay on the 
popubusness of Ancient Nations, for an account of the Slavery 
under the Greeks and Romans. 
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are regularly furnished with a daily allowance of 
food more than sufficient for their personal uses, 
which enables them to raise, with the superfluity, 
pigs, poultry, &c. ; by the sale of which, they pro- 
vide themselves with certain luxuries in dress, 
and other little comforts which are not afforded 
by the master. 

These allowances never vary under any circum- 
stances; and it is one striking peculiarity in the 
condition of the Slave, that tie is in a great mea- 
• sure exempt from the contingencies of inclement 
seasons, short crops, and scarcity; for although 
these causes do sometimes occasion great embar- 
rassment to the master, they are never deemed a 
sufficient justification for withholding or diminish- 
ing the allowances of the Slaves, except in cases 
of such extreme exigency as very rarely occur 
even partially, and when food really cannot be 
had for money. 

The raising of a sufficient crop of provisions, 
being considered a matter of primary importance 
in the economy of a plantation, there is generally 
a surplus quantity produced in those parts of the 
island which are most favourable to the growth 
of com; and in periods of scarcity, these accu- 
mulations becoming diffused by the h\$\ *oaxc\Vj 
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price, are generally found sufficient to relieve the 
distress. When the scarcity becomes general, 
it is sometimes found necessary to assist the 
domestic granaries by importation; and although 
these calamities may exhaust the proceeds of the 
Sugar Crop, the Slave has hitherto seldom felt 
any ill consequences from it. Of this fact many 
of us have had bitter experience during th6 two 
years immediately preceding the last. There was 
a total failure of crops in certain districts of the 
island from unfavorable seasons; nevertheless, the 
owner contrived, by the aid of other resources, or 
by credit, to procure the usual supplies for his 
Slaves. 

Nor is the Slave less exempt from the hopeless 
sufferings inseparable from age, infirmity, and 
sickness, among the labouring classes of free men; 
ibr as Mr. Clarke has very properly expressed it, 
after enumerating the various allowances, com- 
forts, &c. which are afforded to the labouring 
Slaves, he adds, " all these allowances are of course 
" continued to the aged and infirm until their 
" death ;" and it must be acknowledged as one 
of the redeeming privileges of Slavery, that fhe 
poor man does not cease to enjoy the moment he 
ceases to labour. 
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Every family lias a comfortable cottage built at 
the expense of the estate, generally of stone wall 
and thatched. 

You have it proved to you also, on the same 
authority to which we have already referred, and 
confirmed, by the testimony of three highly re- 
spectable and regularly educated medical men, 
that in sickness the Slave is received into a whole- 
some well-arranged hospital, where he is regu- 
larly attended by a medical practitioner, and 
where all the necessaries and comforts which his 
case may require are abundantly supplied. Ev«ry 
Member of this Board knows that chocolate, 
animal food, Madeira wine, from the master's own 
cellar, in, short every thing that the practitioner 
may think proper to direct for his patient, is 
freely given. Does the Slave require the mora 
coetly aid of a physician, surgeon, or accoucheur, 
die same person who would be employed to 
attend a member of the master's family in a simi- 
lar case, is always called in; so that it is really 
no exaggeration to say, that the Slave enjoys 
"many of the solid comforts, and is only excluded 
from the luxuries of wealth. 
-: But, exclaims Mr. Wilberforce, in the fervor of 
his enthusiasm, " I will not condeKen&\o wgaa 
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" the question on flie ground of compariMve feed- 
" ing, and clothing, and lodging, and medical at- 
" tendance. Are these the only claims? Are these 
" the chief privileges of fe rational and immortal 
" being?" — Assuredly not Nevertheless they are 
claims, and they are privileges, which those to 
whom they are but too frequently denied, appre- 
ciate more highly, than the spoiled child of 
Fortune, nursed in the lap of Luxury, can well 
conceive. 

The homely topics of food, raiment and shelter, 
appear sordid and contemptible indeed, when 
compared with the brilliant themes of civil liberty 
and the rights of man: but although they be not 
so well adapted to the purposes of declamation, 
nor so well calculated to excite enthusiastic emo- 
tions, we beleive they are found to be not less 
indispensable to the purposes of solid happiness; 
and when we have stripped free poverty of the 
adventitious ornament with which the eloquent 
declaimer has invested it, and cease to be dazzled 
by the false gloss with which he has artfully 
covered its asperities, we shall find it allied to 
much abject toil, great misery, and all the exter- 
nal evils of servitude. Who ever went into a ma« 
nnfactory of almost any description in England, 
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without being struck with the squalid, unhealthy 
looks and comfortless condition of the people 
employed in it And although you should suc- 
ceed in givibg to the emancipated Slave " the 
" feeling of independence without the danger of 
" licentiousness/' it would require but short 
experience to convince him that he had purchased 
the blessings of freedom, by the sacrifice of bene- 
fits of no small Value. 

But, say our adversaries, " the Slave is subject 
" to the brutal outrage of the eart-whip." This 
is the chosen theme of exaggeration amongst our 
calumniators: upon this topic they haVe out- 
heroded Herod. It is necessary therefore to go 
into much detail upon it. 

Mr. Clarke, who has a greater number of Slaves 
under his directions than any other gentleman in 
flie Island, declares on oath, " that the driver is 
allowed at no time to give more than six stripes 
with a cat. If the obstinacy or unruly conduct 
;i of any Negro require a greater punishment, he 
is reported to the Manager; and that he knows 
of no other punishment but moderate flogging 
with a cat, or solitary confinement; that the 
" female Slaves are never exposed when punish- 
" ed ; that the cow-skin or Cart-wVA^ \* newt 
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" used upon the .Estates under his care; and that 
" be believes it is generally laid aside as an instru- 
" ment of punishment.*" . . 

Mr. Sharp swears " that the driver- is not 
* allowed to give more than six stripes on his 
" own authority, and that the Negroes are encou- 
" raged to complain against him if he abuses his 
*f power, and in general they are very ready to 
" do so: that the under white servants have very 
'V$|tle power, their business being to observe and 
f* report jthe ill-conduct of the Negroes to the 
manager, who if his conduct be not regulated 
by higher principles, is checked in the abuse 
".of his power by self-interest, for the strong 
" voice of public opinion is against his tising 
" tyrannical measures, f" " The community in 
r ' general/' he adds, " look With detestation on a 
" man who has once obtained* a character for 
" severity, and if he be dependant on his profes- 
" sion, he is rained, for he cannot get employ- 
< c meat. The usual Way," be says, " of inflicting* 
" punishment, is with rods or a cat of fiver or six 
" strands applied over the shoulders, and the 
" women are never indecently exposed." 

* Appenda H. t Appendix I. 
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The Planters who have been examined, 
given a very circumstantial account of the .taeans 
pursued for encouraging and promoting the in* 
crease of the Slave Population. For particular 
information on this head, we therefore refer to 
the Appendix, but we think it right to notice 
here, the general result of this system. 

By the second registry return, it is shewn that 
the number of births exceeded the number of 
deaths by 1898. The books for the last regis* 
tration are not yet made up, but from the increase 
which appears in the returns of the seven pa- 
rishes which have been completed, there is rea- 
son to expect that the result of this registration 
will not be less gratifying than the last Dr. 
Richards and Dr. Lacock swear, " that they 
never did have a patient under their care who 
was suffering from the effects of severe punish- 
ment, and that as they visit the estates under 
their care daily, did such cases occur, they must 
" necessarily have come under their notice*.' 1 
Where is the resemblance between these de- 
scriptions on oath and the. loathsome pictures of 
Messrs. Wilberforce, Macauley, and Co. That 

m f 

* Appendix K sad I» 
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there are "White Savages" in this community 
as well as in all others, we do not pretend to 
deny; and that crnel punishments are sometimes 
inflicted by these wretches, we admit. But do 
not such acts of cruelty render the master in- , 
famous in the estimation of the public ? Is he 
not stigmatised as a brute, and detested by all 
respectable men? 

The military gentlemen who hare been ex- 
amined, all declare with one concurrent voice, 
that " they firmly believe that a cruel Slave- 
" owner would be held in the same abhorrence in 
" this Island as he would be in England." We 
invite you particularly to remark in the Appen- 
dix, the decided peremptory tone in which all 
these gentlemen reply to the question on this sub- 
ject They will be allowed to be impartial wit- 
nesses. If they were capable of being influenced 
by sinister motives, it is obvious that they would 
find their account in taking the popular and 
fashionable side of the question. 

The Philanthropists will perhaps say, — " still 
we have reason to fear that the West Indian and 
the European standard of humanity do not ex- 
actly coincide, and that when we descend to par- 
ticulars, our opinions as to what constitutes an 
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act of cruelty, will be found to differ widely." 
To be more explicit then, your Committee mean 
distinctly to condemn as cruel, all punishments 
which occasion lacerations in any degree. Punish- 
ments may be improperly severe even without 
producing these effects, but it is impossible accu- 
rately to define the boundary. However it is 
very ^rell known to this Board, that it is almost 
exclusively for the purpose of checking vice or 
enforcing subordination, that these punishments 
am administered. Flogging for a deficient quan- 
tity of work so rarely takes place on a well re- 
gulated estate, that it scarcely deserves to be 
mentioned. 

Yet it is asserted with a confidence calculated 
to silence all doubt, that the drivers " are usually 
" the strongest and stoutest of the Negroes*.*" 
That is to say, the person capable of inflicting the 
heaviest blows. There is a degree of malignity 
in this remark which can hardly be forgiven. 
Happily it is the property of malice to defeat its 
own ends. This assertion carries contradiction 
upon the face of it : the office of Driver, which, 
as Mr. Sharp has said, would be more properly 

* Wilberfopce's Appeal. 
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denominated " Overseer of the Work," is one 
which requires sagacity, judgment, and thought 
beyond every other on a Plantation; therefore, 
to nelect a man for this situation without reference 
to these qualities, and simply on account of his 
bodily strength, would be about a» wise, as to 
choose a general to command an army because 
he was a good swordsman. 

There is no passage in this very disingenuous 
production, which we think a man with just 
notions of honour would be more ashamed to hove 
written than this. How desperate must be the 
the hate, that would seek to gratify its revenge at 
the expense of truth and common sense. 

We turn with pleasure from contemplating 
such a frame of mind as this?, to exhibit the 
triumph of truth and honour over prejudice and 
calumny. With feelings of honest pride and 
self-gratulation, every good man in this com- 
munity will read the examination of the military 
officers taken before the Committee. 

Sir Edmund Williams confesses that he cane 
ta thfe Island with a mind deeply imbued with 
pw y id ic e g against our institutions : expecting no 
to Sad evwr Master a tyrant and every 
* thcvktii of oppression and wrong. What 
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are his sentiments now that those prejudices have 
been chastened and corrected by personal obser- 
vation ? — That from the alacrity and vivacity ex- 
hibited in the deportment of the Slaves, " he 
" should really think them a happy race of people; 
a that generally speaking he firmly believes they 
are better off than the poor in England ; that 
he has been particularly struck with the kind 
" and feeling manner in which he has heard large 
44 gangs of Negroes salute their Master when he 
" has visited them at their work, inquiring par- 
" ticularly after the rest of his family V 9 Does 
this look like oppression and misery? 

Colonel Popham is equally strong in express- 
ing his entire approbation, of die treatment of the 
Slaves generally, as the result of eight year's ob- 
servation, during which period he has visited 
every part of the Island. He particularly notices 
" the great attention paid to the rearing of 
" chilcfaren, and the kindness and care which the 
" old and infirm receive." He also is of opinion 
that " io regard to comforts, the Slaves in this 
44 Colony are better off than the lower classes in 
* England, having no care or thought for to- 

* Appendix A. 
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" morrow, feeling confident that all their ne- 
" cessary wants and comforts will be provided 
" for.*" 

Colonel Berkeley has not had frequent oppor< 
tunities of observing the condition of the Slaves 
on the Plantations, and can only speak positively 
of the treatment of the Negroes on one Estate, 
where he had seen something of the interior 
detail ; and of that Estate he declares, that in his 
Opinion, the system established was, as far as the 
preservation of discipline required, too lenient ; 
and, he adds, that he has no doubt the same sys- 
tem very generally prevails among the respect- 
able classes of Owners, f 

Mr. Tygart, Inspector of Hospitals, acknow- 
ledges that " he came to this country preposses- 
** sed that the Negroes were very harshly used, 
« from what he had heard and read on the sub- 
*' ject, but he how finds that it is not so ; and- he 
*< believes that they are generally kindly treated ; 
'' that they appear to him to be better off thai} 
* € - the labouring people are in his own countiy, M 
(Ireland;) " that he has observed on several of 
" the Estates which he has seen, that the Hospi- 

♦ Appendix R. t Appendix C. 
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" tals are very well conducted for the care of 
" the sick.*" 

Major Cruttenden s?ys, that " that he has been 
'' ten years in the Colony; that he has spent 
<" weeks and mopths on certain Estates ; that ha 
" has ever observed the kind treatment the Slaves 
" invariably receive, and the cheerfulness with 
M which they perform their duty; that he never 
" was witness to an act of cruelty or oppression 
*' during the period he has been in the island. f" 
Captain Spink asserts, that " he has frequent 
opportunities of observing the general treat- 
ment of the Slaves, from which he is convinced 
that great humanity and kindness is shewn to 
" the Slave Population in this Colony; that they 
" are generally cheerful and happy, and appear 
" to be sensible of the great care taken of 

Upon the sworn testimony of these disinterested 
witnesses we rest our defence. To the assertions 
without proof, and opinions contrary to reason, 
of our calumniators, we oppose a mass of evi- 
dence, distinct, positive and consistent ; obtained 
from a number of persons of different habits, dif- 

* Appendix D. t Appendix E. % Appendix F„ 
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ferent pursuits, and m some respects of different 
interests — all concurring to prove that the Slaves 

* 

in this Colony are treated with kindness and 
humanity ; that they themselves are sensible of 
it, and that they are, in consequence, cheerful, 
happy and contented. 

Nevertheless, exclaim the pseudo-philanthro- 
pists, they (ought mot to be happy ! Their cheer- 
fulness and contentment is the evidence of their 
degradation ! And we owe it to {the sacred rights 
of man to dispel the delusion ,by which these 
mistaken people are cheated into happiness. 
Then comes the ready "appeal to the feelings," 
by which, let it be remarked, "such wretched 
"sophisms as insult the understanding" are more 
frequently supported than exposed. A Slave and 
tmppyi— base, servile thought! " What, an utter 
" insensibility to the native feelings and moral 
" dignity of man!" Better ten thousand times 
that the, victims of this delusion be hurried into 
anarchy and bloodshed, than longer endure such 
ignominious happiness! All this may be very 
fine, but we must be allowed to pronounce it very 
wicked. 

When the professors of the rights of man en- 
deavour to argue the people of England put of 
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their feelings, and to persuade them, that as 
all men are bora with the same natural rights, 
tmbardinatian necessarily implies usurpation, the 
attempt is denounced as wicked and seditious, 
and the philosophers are stigmatised as traitors; 
but when the same doctrines are applied to other 
countries, where the interests of even the teach- 
ers themselves are not involved in the conse- 
quences of their doctrines, it becomes sound 
Philosophy and pure Religion % ?nd the teachers 
ue hailed as Saints. 

The National Convention were at least con- 
sistent, in decreeing the enfranchisement of the 
Slaves at Cayenne. They wished to impart to 
the Colonies the blessings of the same equalizing 
principles which they deemed salutary at home, 
and which they had actually adopted in their 
domestic government. 

This controversy furnishes many edifying ex- 
amples of the influence of self on the moral per- 
ceptions of men ; which serve to shew how dif- 
ferently the same conduct is regarded when it 

* " It ii nothing to know on the express authority of Scrip- 
u tore, that the lower classes instead of being an inferior 
" order in the creation, are even the preferable objects of the 
u lore of the -Almighty." — Wiiaerfo&ce. 
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is likely to affect ourselves, and when it can only 
affect the interest of others, for whom we have ao 
concern. One of the most conspicuous examples 
of the kind is afforded by Mr. Cropper, a quakes 
of Liverpool. This upright East India merchant 
has had the audacity formally to propose a plan 
for the express purpose of ruining the West Indies, 
professedly as the most certain means of accom- 
plishing the object of his party. Now should apy 
unprincipled man have the hardihood to promul- 
gate a scheme avowedly for the purpose of ruin- 
ing any class of men in England, who under the 
sanction and special encouragement of the govern- 
' ment and the nation, had fairly and honourably 
invested large capitals in a speculation which had 
happened to get out of favour and fashion, would 
he not run some risk of being pelted by the mob 
for his perfidy ? But Mr. Cropper's apology is, 
that he is largely engaged in the East India free- 
trade, which he finds unprofitable, and that his 
private interest would be essentially advanced by 
the desolation of the West India Colonies, which 
would give to the East India sugar-dealer (of 
whom he is one) the monopoly of the home 
market. So this gentleman, with all his scruples, 
has no hesitation in recommending a measure 
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<which would inevitably bring hundreds of thou- 
sands of happy people to the most abject wretch- 
edness and despair, and may possibly light up a 
flame in the Colonies which shall only be extin- 
guished by the blood of every white person in 
them !— But we trust that the people of England 
are not to be led by those " blind guides who 
" strain at a gnat and swallow a camel." 
- Having now, we trust, proved to the satisfac- 
tion of all who will suffer themselves to .be con- 
nnced, that " the physical evils of our Colonial 
" Slavery are" not " cruel and odious ;" that on 
the contrary the physical wants of the Slaves are 
more regularly and more abundantly provided 
for, than the wants of the labouring class are or 
can possibly be in any country in the world where 
Slavery does not exist ; and also that the punish- 
ments, generally speaking, are as mild and as 
rare as is consistent with the preservation of ne- 
cessary discipline, and that we have been most 
cruelly slandered in this matter; we shall pro- 
ceed to another branch of the inquiry, on which 
we regret to say, we shall not have the satisfaction 
of exhibiting eo favourable a picture of the con- 
dition of the Negroes as we have done on the 
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points already discussed. We allude to the state 
of Religion among them. 

" It cannot be denied," says Mr* Wilberforce, 
" that the Slaves, more especially the great body 
": of the field Negroes, are practically strangers 
" to the multiplied blessings of the Christian Re- 
" ligion." Candour compels us to acknowledge 
that there is some foundation for this charge; 
but we are not prepared to admit that this con- 
fession justifies the virulent invective with which 
it is ushered in ; much less, that it justly subjects 
us to the heavy pains and penalties denounced 
against us for the dereliction of duty implied 
by it. , 

- That it is the duty of every man having a firm 
faith in the Christian Dispensation, to endeavour 
by all the means in his power to impart the hopes 
and comforts of that faith to all who stand in 
need of his assistance, and to diffuse the light of 
Revelation as widely as possible, cannot be de- 
nied. But it is not less true that there is no im- 
portant duty more generally neglected than this, 
and that nine hundred and ninety-nine Christians 
out of every thousand content themselves with 
taking care of their own souls. That we are 
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peculiarly obnoxious to this reproach, and that 
considering the relation of Master and Slave, a 
lukewarmness and indifference about religious 
instruction is more culpable in us than in ordi- 
nary cases, we cannot deny and will not attempt 
to extenuate. But that there is a deliberate op- 
position to the efforts of pious, men, and that 

the tide of popular feeling and practice sets 

strongly in every Colony against, the religious 
" instruction of the Slaves/' we most positively 
and peremptorily assert to be false. 

It is true that there does . exist among the 
Planters a deep rooted, ^nd, we think, well- 
founded prejudice against the sectarian Mission- 
aries. The reluctance to patronize the efforts of 
these persons is founded upon various reasons. 
In the first place, it is known by experience, that 
the Scriptures have often been perverted to fa* 
vour the views of men hostile to the existing 
state of society in this country. 

The case of Mr. Tallboys so fully exemplifies 
these remarks, that we would relate it at length 
had it not been already before the public. It is 
sufficient for our present purpose, simply to state 
that it was reported to General Hislop, the Go- 
vernor, that he was preaching Doctrines to tta 
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Slaves which were highly inflammatory and dan* 
gerous. The Governor upon inquiry found these 
representations so fully confirmed, that he sub- 
jected him to certain restrictions; a remonstrap^ 
was made to Government by the friends of Mr\ 
Tallboys, and the Governor was called upon to 
justify his conduct, which he did by sending home 
the Petitions and communications upon which his 
conduct had been founded, and they were deemed 
quite satisfactory by Government. 

Religion was employed by the leaders of the 
late conspiracy at Charleston in South Carolina, as 
a powerful engine to work upon the minds of the 
Slaves. The chief conspirator*, it is said, " ren- 
dered himself perfectly familiar with all those 
parts of the Scriptures which he thought he 
could pervert to his purpose, and would readily 
" quote them to prove that Slavery was contrary 
" to the laws of God; that Slaves where bound 
to attempt their emancipation however shock- 
ing and bloody might be the consequences, and 
" that such efforts would not only be pleasing to 
* the Almighty, but were absolutely enjoined and 
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. * We do not mean to insinuate that the leader of this con- 
spiracy was a Methodist Preacher. 
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" their success predicted in the Scriptures. His 
" favorite texts when he addressed his own colour 
" were, Zechariah, chap. xiv. 1, 2, 3, and Joshua, 
" chap. iv. 21, and in all his conversations he 
u identified their situation with that of the Israel- 
" ites.*" The knowledge of these things must 
naturally warn us to beware of the persons to 
whom we confide the religious education of our 
Negroes: and it is well known, that the Methodist 
Preachers have not always been remarkable for 
discretion in their instructions. 

But independently of political considerations, 
if it be intended to inculcate a Religion which 
addresses itself to the understanding as well as to 
the heart, it cannot be supposed that teachers 
who dwell almost exclusively upon the mysteries 
and the denunciations of Religion, are the fittest 
to instruct ignorant, unenlightened Heathens. That 
there are things hard to be understood in Chris- 
tianity, the most orthodox believer admits: but 
these surely are not the doctrines most likely to 
interest the curiosity, or captivate the feelings of 
persons, whose understandings have not been 
much exercised by thought, and whose morals 
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have not been much disciplined by restraint: and 
there is reason to apprehend that the wild flights 
of enthusiasm (in which these preachers too often 
indulge) are more likely to make the Negroes 
consider Religion a bugbear, than a source of 
comfort and hope. 

There is yet another consideration which in- 
duces the Planter to decline all intercourse with 
this class of men. They are the systematic ca- 
lumniators of the West Indian Societies, and no 
wise man will cherish a serpent in his bosom. 

Upon this topic we find it necessary to expa- 
tiate at some length. 

We have said at the commencement of this 
Report, that in our own defence we shall be con- 
strained to discredit the witnesses of our accusers, 
amongst whom are known to be the Methodist 
Missionaries, and this must be our apology for 
what follows. 

In a pamphlet entitled A Defence of the Wes- 

leycm Methodists' Missions in the West Indies, 

we find the following passage, — " Where no per- 

" securing laws have existed, they" (meaning the 

Methodists) " have often been attacked by mobs 
" (chiefly of whites or those under their imme- 

" diate control) and in many cases without being 
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"able to obtain redress from -the Colonial Ma- 
*' gistracy. In Barbadoes the only redress which 
" could be obtained in case of riot and an at- 
" tempt to pull down the Chapel, was an observa- 
" tion from a Magistrate, that the offence was 
" committed against Almighty God, and therefore 
" he could take no cognizance of it." 

The following is an extract from the records of 
the Court at which the case above alluded to was 
tried, certified by the clerk of the Court. 

" William Brooks and John Gibson were ar- 
" raigned upon an indictment found against them 
" for a misdemeanor, which said Indictment set 
" forth and charged, that James Whitworth on 
" the eleventh day of February in the fifty-third 
*' year of the Reign of our Sovereign Lord George 
" the Third of the United Kingdom of Great Bri* 
" tain and Ireland King, etc., and long before, 
" Was and now is a teacher or preacher of the 
" Gospel to a Congregation of Protestants called 
" Methodists, who assemble and meet in and for 
religious worship, in a certain house called fend 
known by the name of the Methodist Chapel , 
in Bridge Town, in the pariah of SdifitMkfeael, 
" and Island aforesaid. And further, that after- 
" wards, to wit, on the savd *tett«iS&v ^w% <& 
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" February, in the said fifty- third year of the 
" reign of our said Lord the King, about the hour 
" of seven in the afternoon of the same day, a 
" Congregation of Protestants called Methodists, 
" of which the said James Whitworth was the 
" teacher or preacher, were assembled for the 
" worship and service of Almighty God in the 
" House or Chapel aforesaid, and that one Wil- 
" liam Brooks, late of the Parish of Saint Michael 
" and Island aforesaid, yeoman, and one John 
" Gibson, late of the same Parish and Island 
" aforesaid, yeoman, not regarding the laws of 
" this realm, afterwards, to wit, on the same 
" eleventh day of February, in the said fifty-third 
" year of the reign of our said Lord the King, 
" with force and arms at the Parish aforesaid, in 
" the Island aforesaid, willingly and of purpose, 
" maliciously and contemptuously did come into 
" the said Congregation, and disturb and disquiet 
" the same Congregation during the time of 
" divine service, by then and there talking and 
" laughing with a loud voice, and also by talking 
" with a loud voice to the said James Whitworth, 
" die said James Whitworth then and there being 
" in the pulpit, the doors of the said Meeting- 
" house and place called the Methodist Chapel 
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" where the said Congregation were so assembled 
" not being then locked, barred or bolted, to the 
" example of all others in the like cases offending, 
" and against the peace of our said Lord the 
" King, his crown and dignity. To which In- 
" dictment the said Brooks and Gibson pleaded 
" Guilty, The Reverend James Whit worth, the 
" Prosecutor, was then sworn, and related the 
" circumstances of the case, and after addressing 
" the Court, recommended that the mildest pu- 
" nishment should be inflicted on the said defend- 
" ante. The Court then ordered the said William 
" Brooks and John Gibson to pay a fine of five 
" pounds each, and be discharged." 

Certified per Root. B. Clarke, 

Clk. Coron. et Paris. 

This case needs no comment.* 

* With feelings of deep mortification, we have now to allude 
to a disgraceful transaction which has occurred since this Re- 
port was drawn up. We allude to the destruction of the 
Methodist Chapel. We freely acknowledge that we consider 
the conduct of Mr. Shrewsbury, the resident Missionary, in 
giving such a false and calumnious representation of the state 
of Society here, highly culpable, and we do not think that had 
we seen his Report earlier, we should have given him the 
praise which is bestowed upon him in our Report. We are 
willing, also, to make all due allowance for the exasperated 
feelings of the people, and for the influence which recent 
occur ren ces in Demerara were cakal&Xed to Yiw^ \ELWqgD&«eL- 
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It is too notorious in this country that we have 
not always found these preachers of the Gospel 
men of such pure lives and correct morals, as 
those who take upon themselves the office of 

§ 

public censors ought in reason and consistency 
to be. 

Of Mr. Cooper, the Missionary, we know no* 
thing personally^— we do not know to what deno- 
mination of Christians he belongs. Nor do we 
know more of his writings than what can be ga^ 
thered from the Edinburgh Review and Sir Ro- 
bert Wilson's speech. These extracts, however, 
exhibit abundant internal evidence that the author 
is not above the mean vice of " bearing false wit- 
" ness against his neighbour." The scene of the 
chamber candle and young woman he may pos- 
sibly have acted a part in; such a thing may 
have happened ; but to hold up a solitary in- 
stance, or even a few rare cases as instar omnium* 
a specimen of the depravity of a whole com- 
munity, indicates a frame of mind which is de- 
tested and abhorred among Slave-owners, what^ 

lag the prejudices and inflaming the passions of the populace 
against all sectarian Missionaries. Nevertheless we can never 
.to condemn, in the most unqualified manner, such, an 
«• violation of all law and order, and deplore it .as q, 
»%ma upon the Colony. 
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ever may be thought of it in more enlightened 
societies. Who has not heard of the infamous 
orgies celebrated by persons of no mean rank in 
England. But is it to be inferred from a few 
isolated facts of this kind that the English are a 
people lost to all sense of decency, and sunk in 
profligacy and vice? 

As to his assertion that he never saw a Slave 
whose back was not marked by the lash of the 
whip, if he means to insinuate that most Slaves 
are so marked, it would be nothing less than a 
vile fabrication if applied to this Colony, and we 
have no reason to suppose that there is more 
humanity among us than aipong onr neighbours. 
Surely it is not upon the authority of such men 
as these, that the character of large communities 
is to be consigned to execration and infamy. 

We do not mean to follow the bad example of 
our adversaries and stigmatize any body of men 
for the crimes of individuals. We know that 
there are among the Methodist Clergy in England 
men of distinguished piety, exemplary virtue, 
and great learning* And no doubt there have 
been some good men among the Methodist Mis- 
sionaries who have visited the West Indies. The 
Missionary now resident in this \^sjeA, ^fct 
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Shrewsbury, we have heard spoken of as a gen<- 
tleman of cultivated understanding and correct 
morals. But even of such persons we would say, 
that they, in common with all who write upop thp 
state of society in the West Indies, lie under a 
strong temptation to mislead the public. 

An overweening solicitude about the appro- 
bation of the public is the universal and natural 
vice of authorship. It is not to be wondered at, 
that he who writes a book should endeavour to 
fall in with the taste and prejudices of the people 
by whom he expects his book to be read. The 
application of this remark to all publications on 
West India subjects is obvious. The Popish plot 
was never a better stalking horse than Negro 
Slavery is at the present clay. The arrantest non r 
sense, written in a style of tfce most bloated fus- 
tian, shall be abundantly read and praised, pro- 
vided it be duly seasoned with abuse of the West 
Indians. A deep-toped lament over the miseries 
of the Slave, or a lofty declamation on the tyranny 
of the Master, shall be a sufficient passport even 
for such a book as Doctor Pinckard's Notes on 
the West Indies. 

Besides this ambition of literary fame, there 
is another craving desire which would urge an 
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author to take the Wilberforcean side of the 
question, namely, the desire of place. It is a 
very general opinion in the West Indies, that Mr. 
Wilberforce's party, or what is called the Saints, 
have considerable influence in the disposal of 
places, nominations to Commissions, and so forth, 
especially in the Colonies: and whether this 
opinion be well founded or not, the belief that it 
is so, will be sufficient to determine the hungry 
candidate for favour. 

Of course we do not mean to charge the Me- 
thodists with being the only vilifiers of the West 
Indies. A great deal of the information about 
the state of society here, which certain gentlemen 
so liberally impart to the British public, is ob- 
tained from persons actually employed by the 
African Institution as spies among us. The wor- 
thiness of the agents will be inferred ' from the 
dignity of the employment. " By their works ye 
shall know them." A salutary lesson we had 
hoped was read to the credulous Philanthropists 
of England by the case of the King versus 
Hatchard, for a libel against certain gentlemen 
of the Island of Antigua. The African Insti- 
tution very naturally refused to give up the name 
of their correspondent, fee\\w% cfcWY&sfek ^oak 
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persons employed in dirty work mast be effeo 
tually protected, or none would be found to unv 
dertake it Where there is no glory there should 
be impunity. However we believe it is very well 
known in . the West Indies who this gentleman 
was, A certain person so vain of his classical 
acquirements, that he would even thrust his 
Greek upon us, in the newspapers in this Island. 
This spy then was a scholar, from which we are 
to infer that however " elegant learning may 
soften the manners" it does not purify the heart. 

But to return from the digression into which 
Hie subject of Methodist Missionaries has led us. 
We beg to refer to the examination of the Rev. 
Mr. Hinds, who is now principal of Codrington 
College, for a refutation of the charge that the 
Masters oppose the religious instruction of their 
Slaves. This gentleman is the first Clergyman of 
the established Church, who has been employed 
as a Missionary in this Colony. 

Mr. Hinds says that " he made many applica- 
" tions to the proprietors and overseers of estates 
" for liberty to instruct their Slaves in Religion, 
" and without any exception all his applications 
*' were favourably received, and in several in*- 
P stances great zeal and earnestness was manfc 
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Jested hi the cause in which he was engaged. 
That he has known the proprietor himself read 
prayers, and explain the Scriptures to his 
" Slaves." He concludes a most clear and satis- 
factory examination with this remark. " In short, 
from the inquiries which I made, as well as 
from my own observations, the impression left 
upon my mind is, that the general sense of the 
proprietors is in favour of the religious instruc- 
tion of the Negroes, whenever undertaken by 
" ministers of the Church of England." 

This testimony is sufficiently favourable as to 
the willingness of the owners of estates to have 
their Slaves instructed in Religion. A higher 
praise than this we must confess we do not merit. 
However, the following extract from a pamphlet 
published in this Island some years ago, will 
serve to shew that there are other persons in the 
Colonies who have a concern for Religion, be- 
sides " a few Missionaries" It was written by 
a proprietor, at that time resident in Barbadoes, 
addressed to the people of Barbadoes, and its 
circulation confined to Barbadoes ; so that it can- 
not be said of this tract, as it is generally said 
whenever a liberal sentiment is expressed, or a 
liberal measure proposed in the West\ii&&&,Staa& 
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it is meant to gull the people of England, and 
M as a political measure to avert the interference 
" of the mother-country in the management of the 
"" Slaves." 

" But let us not forget that there is another 
" class of society which claims our regard on 
" better grounds than as fellow citizens, by a still 
" closer connexion as our Slaves. Next to the 
" natural tie between the parent and his offspring, 
" is that which binds the Master to his Slave. 

" As to the responsibility attached to these 
" relations, the difference is still less between the 
" parent and the master. If we are bound by a 
" law of God, implanted in our hearts to protect 
" and cherish our offspring, we are also bound by 
" the principles of justice and gratitude (which, 
" though in an inferior sense, may be considered 
" laws of nature), to protect and cherish those 
" who serve and obey us, and contribute most 
" essentially to the comfort of our lives. If w$ 
" are responsible for the performance of our 
" several duties as parents towards our offspring, 
" because they are in our power and dependent 
" on us, we are also responsible for the perform- 
" ance of our duties as master on the very same 
" principle. 
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w I would forbear as much as is consistent with 
my present purpose, to inquire whether the in- 
stitution of Slavery is sanctioned by the law of 
** God or not: — whether it is consonant with the 
principles of Christianity, or justifiable on the 
plea of necessity: — such an inquiry may lead 
to a discussion no less unseasonable than inju- 
dicious. Unseasonable, because the abolition 
of Slavery under existing circumstances would 
•' be the subversion of this and every other neigh- 
bouring community, and because these remarks 
are founded on the presumption that Slavery 
is admitted; it would be injudicious, because 
" such discussions are sometimes productive of 
" mischievous effects, and have a tendency to 
defeat the very purpose which I am anxious to 
promote. 

" Not that I would be deterred from expressing 

" my sentiments if I conceived it my duty to do 

" so, or if I thought that it would answer any 

good purpose. But it can never be a duty to 

relax the bonds of society, or to propagate the 

" doctrine of resistance to lawful authority. 

" It would answer any but a good purpose, to 
" endanger the peace and security of one part of 
" the community, by sowing the seeds of sedition 
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and discontent among the other. Still, if I 
tould by pronouncing the freedom of such a 
number of my fellow creatures, pronounce them 
" at the same time civilized and happy, I would 
" do »o with all my heart, and without a moment's 
" hesitation. This is what every friend of frutna- 

r 

nity must wish, but it must be the work of time, 
and must be accomplished by better means than 
" human wisdom can devise, so as to render jus- 
" tice to one without taking it from the other. 

41 Since thai we cannot thus establish their 
" freedom, we should do all in our power to pro- 
*' mote their happiness, — weshould endeavour to 
*' civilize them, — to make them Christians. This 
" I think would be the proper beginning of a 
" work, calculated ultimately to place them in 
" that state of enlightened civil liberty, to which 
the Supreme Being seems to advance all his 
creatures by various means, and by almost im- 
" perceptible gradations. Some theorists have 
" doubted whether God has destined all his 
" creatures to be free, but none who are guided 
" by his revealed word can doubt, that he willeth 
" all to be civilized and happy, or, that they 
" should ' be converted and live.' This is a work 
" in which we may dare to be instrumental ; it is 
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" the very work which our Lord has given us to 
"do; which he has expressly commanded us. 
" It is the most important, the. most essential 
duty of a master. We must allow that the 
responsibility of a master is such as a man of 
" reflecting mind does not willingly undertake ; 
" but if we have it in our power to make so many 
" of our fellow creatures miserable, we also have 
" it in our power, in a great measure, to make 
them happy. In the present state of things, 
any man may reconcile it to his conscience to 
" be a Master of Slaves, as long as he performs 
" the duties of one, — as long as he considers his 
" Slaves as his fellow citizens and friends, to 
whom he is bound by the closest ties and by 
the strongest obligations ; and above all, if he 
make their slavery the means of their conver- 
sion; the road to a more exalted state of 
existence in this world, and to everlasting hap-, 
" piness in that which is to come*," 

These were the sentiments of a resident pro- 
prietor. It is not our intention to flatter our 
countrymen or to deceive others, therefore we 
cannot quit this subject without confessing that 

* Remarks on various subjects connected with the Chmh 
establishment of Barbadoes. 
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the work of conversion is as yet scarcely begun* ; 
and that the attempts to wipe off this stigma from 
the character of the country have hitherto been 
only partial f. 

We are aware that this confession will draw 
down upon us a torrent of obloquy from our ad- 
versaries. We beg leave, however, to make one 
exception here in favour of that candid, impartial, 
and liberal journal, the Edinburgh Review. We 
will do the gentlemen who conduct that Review 
the justice to declare our firm conviction, that 
though it should be proved that there is a total 
destitution of religious instruction among the 
Slaves, this journal would never, on that account, 
have recommended, as they have done, that our 
throats should be cut by our Slaves. The liberal 

* Appendix, G and H. 

t By the delay which has occurred in the publication of this 
Report, we are now enabled to speak in a much more satisfac- 
tory manner on this important subject. An Association has 
recently been formed for promoting the religious iustruction of 
the Slaves, which comprehends a very large proportion of the 
proprietors and overseers of the Island; and from the zeal 
which is manifested in the cause, and the progress that has 
already been made in the undertaking, it would seem that " the 
" fulness of the Gentiles is now come." At the same time, 
we do not think it consistent with candour to suppress any 
thing that we said upon the subject six months ago, and which 
was true at that time. 
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journal!! We have no doubt this is the very 
acme of liberalism, beidg a flight above the reach 
of ordinary minds. Perissent plutot nos Colonies 
que de deroger un seul instant & nos principes, 

was the sentiment of Robespierre. 

Mr. Wilberforce, as he justly says, has dwelt 
with " so much pertinacity" on the marriage of 
the Slaves, that your Committee feel themselves 
called upon to make a few remarks on that topic, 
although really after reading what Mr. Wiiber* 
force -has written about it, it is difficult to con- 
template the subject with the sedate, composed 
feelings, which as a religious institution it ought 
to be regarded. Can this gentleman be serious 
in what he has written about the marriage of 
Slaves ? Can he really mean to recommend that 
" destitute of all sense of religion and incorrigibly 
" licentious," as he (however unjustly) has repre- 
sented them to be, they should be forced to con- 
tract the solemn obligations of matrimony, under 
the awful sanction of vows addressed to heaven ? 
Does he think that there is any mystical charm 
in that combination of words which forms the 
ritual of the marriage ceremony, that shall in an 
instant purify their hearts from all licentious pas- 

D 
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sions, and fill their minds with a just sense of 
moral responsibility? Must not every reflecting 
man, whose reason is not warped or obscured by 
enthusiasm, consider such an attempt as a down-, 
right mockery of .Religion? We are convinced 
, that all cool thinking persons will concur in the 
following sentiment, upon which Mr. Wilberforce 
so loudly cries shame; " That it is unnecessary 
and even improper to enforce the celebration of 
any religious rites among the Slaves in order to 
sanctify contracts, the faithful performance of 
which, could be looked for only, by a regular im- 
provement in Religion, morality, and civilization." 
To promote their improvement in these important 
objects by all rational and practicable means, 
every respectable man in this community would 
gi?e his hearty co-operation ; but we cannot con- 
sent blindly to adopt every wild project of vision- 
ary enthusiasts. 

Polygamy was imported by the Negroes from 
their native country, where it is a sort of privilege 
of rank ; the richest and the greatest man enjoys 
the largest number of wives; and in these Colo- 
nies they no doubt consider a plurality of wives 
the privilege of their colour. A more effectual 
way of giving them a distaste for Christianity, 
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could not well be devised, than to tell them in the 
first instance, that it required a surrender of this 
their highly valued privileges 

We suppose that it will give great pleasure 
to the friends of the Blacks to learn from good 
authority, that these objects of their anxious care 
have been sadly traduced,- and that they are by 
no means so sunk in depravity and wickedness 
as they h&ve been represented to be. That chas- 
tity is not classed among the cardinal virtues by 
the Blacks is most true, but a violation of it, 
even in a woman not contracted to a husband, isr 
Visited by the ridicule of the gang when it is de- 
tected, and in women who are wives, want of 
fidelity is considered disgraceful. As we do not 
wish to defile our pages by quoting the remarks 
of the Rev. Mr. Cooper and the Edinburgh Re- 
view upon this subject, we must refer for their 
refutation to the annexed examinations # . 

It is now time to direct your attention to the 
state of the laws for the government and pro- 
tection of the Slaves. This topic has been made 
a fertile source of obloquy and abuse against us. 
Our pious enemies* in literal compliance with the 

* Appendix G, H, and \. 
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divine command, to visit the sins of the fathers 
upon the children, are not content to reproach 
us with the existing defects of our criminal code, 
but call up in judgment against us, laws passed 
in the infancy of the Colony, which have either 
been virtually repealed by change of manners 
and circumstances, or expressly repealed by sub- 
sequent enactments. " In the earlier laws of our 
" Colonies," says Mr. Wilberforce, " the opinions 
" of the legislature are expressed in the language 
" of insult, and in characters of blood. And too 
" many of these laws still remain unrepealed to 
" permit the belief that the same odious spirit 
" of legislation no longer exists, or to relieve the 
" injured objects of them from their degrading 
" influence." 

- Your Committee feeling themselves unequal to 
the task of vindicating the conduct of the Co- 
lony in this particular by reason or argument, 
have endeavoured to discover whether wiser, and 
better people have not also incurred the guilt im- 
plied in this heavy charge, and if the folly and 
cruelty of old and obsolete laws are to be taken 
as evidence of the ignorance or depravity of the 
present generation. The following remarks will 
perhaps have some influence in mitigating the 
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-severity of the sentence to be passed upon us poor 

Colonists. 

An eloquent modern writer thus expresses 
himself upon the penal code of England. 

*' It seems a strange incongruity that the offence 
" of counterfeiting foreign coin, legitimated, by 
" Proclamation, should work a corruption of 
blood, which is saved by special proviso in the 
offence of counterfeiting the current coin of the 
" kingdom. Again, it is*a clergyable felony by 
" our law to destroy or damage the bridges of 
" Brentford or Blackfriars, but it is death to 
" commit the same offence on the bridges of 
" London, Westminster, or Putney. There is 
" a similar unaccountable distinction between 
" prison-breakers convicted of perjury, or com- 
" mitted for entering black-lead mines with in- 
" tent to steal, and such as are convicted of, or 
" committed for, any other offence within Clergy. 
" God forbid that I should insinuate a necessity 
to drag all this variety of discordant instances 
to the same bloody line of uniformity ! Their 
cruelty appears to me equal to their incon- 
sistency ; and it would not, perhaps, be dif- 
ficult to prove their folly equal to their cruelty." 
" Persons/' he adds, " carrjm^ mfts)je&\& w*« 
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" of the northern counties, or giving black mail 
" for protection; jailers forcing prisoners to be- 
" come approvers ; masons confederating to pre-? 
" vent the statutes of labourers ; purveyors in 
certain cases, though purveyance is abolished, 
are all capital offenders. The alterations in 
• <f our government have rendered these particular 
"provisions totally ineffective, but there are 
" other obsolete statutes which exist, the pos- 
* c sible instruments 4ff mischief in the band of 
" tyranny*." 

Under these numerous instances of absurd and 
<irael statutes, we may hope -to screen our delin^ 
quency ; but, at the same time, we fully agree with 
the same learned autlior, that "obsolete and use- 
less statutes should be repealed, for they debi- 
litate the authority of such as still exist, and 
are necessary. Neglect on this point is well 
*' compared by Lord Bacon to the cruelty of 
" Mezentius, who left the Hying to perish in the 
'* arms of the dead." 

There are undoubtedly many laws in our ovfa, 
statute book which disgrace it, and although 
many of them have been repealed, and bad indeed 

* Principles of Penal laws. 
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become a mere dead letter for years before they 
were repealed, it is due to the character of the 
country, no less than to the interests of humanity 
and justice, to recast this exude mass, and purify 
it from the foul materials which debase it. We 
know with what' extreme lenity the laws for the 
government of the Slaves are administered, but 
the existence of bad laws, or the want of good 
ones, is nevertheless a stigma on the Legislature, 
and exposes a very vulnerable point of attack to 
the malice of our enemies. 

This subject naturally recalls to our recollec- 
tion an address made to the Legislature in 1818, 
by our late highly esteemed governor, Lord 
Combermere. There is a striking coincidence of 
thought between this address, and the language 
of the enlightened author of The Principles of 
Penal Laws. It also contains a very favourable 
testimony of the kindness and humanity of mas- 
ters in this country, which makes it peculiarly 
applicable to the present purpose. We shall, 
therefore, make no apology for extracting the 
following passages : 

" A sincere desire to promote the honour and 
" interest of this Island, induces me to press 
u upon your attention the consoYu&tas^ <& ^>s* 
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" Slave laws, and the abolition of those clauses 
" which have long ceased to be enforced, whilst 
tk their being retained among your statntes has 
" had no other effect than to enable those op- 
" posed to the present system of Colonial policy 
" to degrade the West Indian proprietors in the 
" eyes of their European countrymen. 

" During my visits to the other West India 
" Islands as Commander of the Forces, I have 
" taken great pains personally to inform myself 
" respecting the actual treatment of Slaves: and 
" it was with the most sincere pleasure and gra* 
" tification that I observed, almost universally, 
" the greatest attention paid by Planters to the 
" domestic comforts and proper regulation of the 
" labours of their Slaves; but in no Colony which 
" I have visited, do I conceive the regulations for 
" the feeding of the Negroes so well laid down 
" and acted upon as in this Island, owing to the 
" judicious plan which has been adopted here in 
" raising provisions for them, instead of depending 
" on foreign supplies ; and the excellent system 
" of giving them daily dressed meals in addition 
" to the ration of raw food. 

Undfcr these circumstances, and fully aware 
that it is the anxious wish and desire oi ^\\ 1V» 
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" well-meaning inhabitants of this Colony, that 
" the laws should be in unison with the practice 
" of the country, I feel convinced it will meet 
your views to have those clauses repealed which, 
although become nearly obsolete, might at any 
time screen from the just rigour of the law, 
" persons guilty of crimes at which humanity 
" would shudder." 

. Confident in the integrity of his mind and the 
uprightness of his conduct, Lord Combermere 
feared no reproach, and dared to vindicate a much 
injured and calumniated class of men. . He never 
thought whether by expressing his decided appro- 
bation of the conduct of the Planters, he was 
likely to provoke the hostility of a powerful party 
in England — he thought only of doing justice*. 

We must all acknowledge the propriety of his 
liOidship's remarks on our Slave code, and al- 
though some of the obnoxious clauses have been 
since repealed, much yet remains to be done: 
c*her enactments for giving more effectual protec- 

* The character of this nobleman cannot fail to give greet 
"weight to his testimony, we could not therefore deny ourselves 
tte benefit of it; bat, at the same time, we have reason to 
lttlieve that the Governors of this Colony have been our 
fcends — indeed there is strong ground to suspect that even 
Xortf Seafortb'g despatches have been OTwotVkSfrj ^Kfttefc- 
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tion to the Slave against the cruelty or caprice of 
the Master are loudly called for by the change of 
sentiment and manners. We grant that this 
change has already done much for the cause of 
amelioration ; Jt>ut we must not suppose, because 
public opinion has preceded legislation in the 
march of refoni) that it can supersede it: . laws 
are required to govern bad men who do not par- 
take of the good feelings of the general society. 
Nothing we are convinced has tended more to 
obstruct the progress of improvement in this 
branch of legislation, than the indiscreet zeal of 
the false friends of the Blacks. We remember to 
have heard measures for the better protection of 
this class opposed on this ground: " Be cautious 
" how you furnish our enemies with more han-r 
" dies of attack. We s know that acts of baf- 
" barity -very seldom occur, yet they do occur 
sometimes; if you make all these matters of 
record, our enemies will be perpetually re- 
proaching the community at large with them. 
Crimes in the Colonies arc not judged of as 
crimes committed in any other part of the 
" world; the most wanton cruelties, the most 
atrocious murders, happening in England, bring 
disgrace^and detestation upon the guilty indivi- 
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** dual alone, but the same acts occurring among 
*' us, shall cover the whole community with in- 
f< fiuny; until we receive fair play it cannot be 
'' expected we should give it. v This to be sure 
is very bad reasoning, hut we mention it to shew 
in what various ways the red-hot enthusiasts de- 
feat the very object they profess to have in view. 
As the .first step towards affording effectual 

« 

•protection to the Slave, it would appear to be 
-highly expedient to give him the benefit of his 
testimony, * under certain circumstances and sub- 
ject to certain restrictions. This we admit is a sub- 
ject beset with numberless difficulties. It will 
require the utmost circumspection and judgment 
to guard the privilege in -such a way as to prevent 
jit from becoming a scourge to the community, 
and a dangerous trap to those for whose benefit 
It had been conferred. All who are conversant 
*with the Negro character, know from experience 
that there is no moral obligation so little respected 
hy these people as truth. Honesty is by no means 
a rare virtue, particularly in the domestic servants; 
. but an exact attention to veracity is scarcely ever 
met with, even among the worthiest of the class; 
nor is this fact extraordinary. A love of truth 
may be considered above al\ others* Vtofe Votafe *& 
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refinement; and perhaps it may be laid down as a 
broad rule, that truth is only respected by people 
among whom the point of honour U recognized. 
With the crude and imperfect notions of religion 
which the Negroes unfortunately at present pos- 
sess, it is impossible to aid the moral sense by the 
sanction of an oath *. 

And although the Slaves of this Colony are a 
mild, tractable set of people, by no means ad- 
dicted to violent resentments, and, generally speak- 
ing, love and respect the Master more than any 
other man in the world, yet when it is considered 
that the occasions upon which they will be chiefly 
called upon to exercise the privilege in question, 
will be occasions when revengeful feelings must 
have been excited, it will be allowed to expose 

them to a fearful trial of integrity. These are 

» ... 

* A curious scene occurred a few years ago at the Court tf 
Grand Sessions, which may help to illustrate the folly of ad- 
ministering the rite of baptism to ignorant pagans, without 
following it up with a course of religious instruction. An 
African soldier appeared at the bar of the court as a witness, 
and being asked if he had been christened, he replied in the 
affirmative. The next question was, " Do you believe in the 
Lord V* A wild and vacant stare denoted that this Christian 
did not exactly comprehend the nature of the question; it was 
accordingly repeated — u Do you believe in the Lord V " Yes, 
oh ! y«e» my Lord Combermere ! !" 



Ul 



Weighty considerations; nevertheless, if it shall 
appear that the inadmissibility of Negro evidence 
against a white man most sometimes " cover the 
" most guilty with impunity," do we not choose 
the minor evil by granting a privilege which though 
peculiarly liable to abuse, seems almost indis~ 
pensible to the ends of justice and humanity. 

It must be the business of the Legislator to 
impose every possible check which wisdom and 
experience shall point out, against the abuse of 
this most questionable privilege. It should be 
restricted exclusively to matters in which the per- 
sonal security of the Slave is concerned, and 
when other evidence cannot be obtained. Neither 
justice nor humanity require that the testimony 
of a Slave should be received in questions be- 
tween free-men. Considering the almost irresist- 
ible influence of the Master over his Slave, it is 
obvious how powerful an engine of injustice and 
wrong Slave-testimony would become under the 
control of an unprincipled Master. After all, 
this, it must be confessed, is the Gordian knot of 
Colonial legislation, and we do not fed ourselves 
prepared to give a decided opinion upon it*. 

- * Since the presentation of this Report, a despatch has 
been received in this Colony from lord BsAbk*^ Vk*^-» 
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Other regulations for accomplishing the object 

t 

in view naturally present themselves. Laws 
should be enacted imposing heavy penalties on 
Slave-owners guilty of acts of barbarity, amount- 
ing in extreme cases to forfeiture of possession, 
and absolute incompetency to hold property in 
Slaves for ever after. 

As to the mighty bugbear the Cow's~skin or 
Cart-whip, we can have no objection to enforce 
by law that which is almost already accomplished 
by custom, and abolish the use of this instrument 
of punishment by legislative enactment But with 
regard to certain other restrictions on the Master's* 
power of punishment, at the same time that we 
earnestly recommend a respectful attention to the 
suggestions of all parties who we have reason to 
believe are sincere in the cause of humanity, and 
especially to the wishes of His Majesty's Minis- 
ters, we must not too hastily renounce the right 
of judging of their expediency, and of profiting 



amongpt many other regulations for ameliorating the condition 
of the Slaves, contains some very enlightened suggestions re- 
lative to the admission of Slave Testimony j and the Council, 
willing to. profit by his lordship's hints on the difficult task of 
disentangling this Gordian knot, can now venture to express 
with greater confidence their willingness to extend this privi- 
lege to the Slaves, under the restrictions there proposed. 
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Jby that better knowledge of the subject which 
experience and constant observation cannot fail to 
jgive. We believe that it is the sincere and hearty 
-wish. of all the respectable proprietors and over* 
seers in this Island, and we have no doubt 
-throughout the West Indies generally, to reduce 
punishments to the lowest possible standard that 
is compatible with discipline and subordination. 
In this country very mild measures are found 
adequate to that purpose; but there must be 
power to restrain licentiousness and punish vice, 
however mild and lenient the exercise of it might 
be. It is a maxim not to be controverted, that 
the more absolute and unquestionable that power 
is, provided it could always be placed ia safe 
hands, the fewer would be the occasions which 
call for its exertion. All Masters of Slaves of 
course are not worthy to be trusted with such 
unlimited power. It is therefore necessary to re- 
strict it; but care should be taken, lest in bind- 
ing the hands of authority too fast, we do not 

> 
loosen the bands of society in the same degree. 

We do not feel it necessary to go much into 
detail on this subject, as it would be encroaching 
on the province of a Committee which is now 
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sitting for the purpose of revising the Slave laws, 
and, suggesting such measures of amelioration as 
may seem best calculated to promote the happi- 
ness of the Slave, without endangering the peace 
of society or the security of property * 

It will be admitted that we have now said 
enough on the actual condition of the Slave, and 
on the conduct and feelings of the Master, to 
convince every person capable of being convinced, 
that the charges of " gross injustice and unrelent- 
" ing cruelty" are founded on exaggeration and 
misstatement. We shall therefore quit this part 
of our task, after having given one extract as a 
fair specimen of the exaggerated, hyperbolical 
tone, in which Mr. Wilberforce always speaks on 
the subject of his mania. " The Africans," says 
he, speaking of them in their savage state, " are 
" represented to be industrious, generous, emi- 
<r nent for truth, seldom chargeable with liceri- 
" tiousness, distinguished for their domestic affec- 
" tions, and capable at times of heroic acts of 
" magnanimity." So much for savage life! Credat 
Judceus ApeUa. Mandeville never went further 

than this in his fable of the bees. Who that be- 

« 

lieves this delineation 6f the unsophisticated purity 
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and lolly virtues of the savage African* c&n refuse 
to admit that licentiousness and vice are the attri- 
butes of civilization # . 

It is by the aid of Exaggeration such as this, 
that our enemies have endeavoured to reconcile 
the honest people of England to the most unprin- 
cipled act of spoliation; th£ most outrageous vio- 
lation of the sacred rights of property, and the 
mOst disgraceful breach of national faith, that 
was ever proposed to any Christian people on the 
face of the earth; 

Having effectually* we hope, cleared away the 
thick cloud of falsehood by which this party have 
artfully contrived to obscure the moral visiob of 
the British people, vtre mdy expect that they will 
be prepared to contemplate the rights of a "West 
Indian with the same feelings, and appreciate 
them by the same standard, by which they would 
judge of the rights of any other class of His 
Majesty's subjects. 

The origin of the Slave-trade is involved in 

* When it suits the purpose of this party, Africa is repre* 
seated as " steeped in barbarity/' and we are told that " a 
" state of society more miserably dismembered, and in which 
" the elements seem less capable of combination, can scarcely 
" be imagined. Europe might be rebarbariied before Africa 
u could civilize herself." 
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some obscurity, but it is sufficient for our pur- 
pose to shew, that the right of property in Negroes 
has been sanctioned by various acts of Parliament 
rftbd orders in Council. We shall only allude to 
tire three following Statutes:— one of them confers 
-the rights of a British subject on a foreigner 
settled in the West Indies for a given number of 
years; another invites persons to lend their money 
on the security of Slaves, and allows a higher 
rate of interest than that which is permitted to be 
taken by law in Great Britain ; and a third affords 
4be creditor an easy mode of recovering his debts 
on lands and slaves in the Colonies. 

Indeed at one period of our history, the African 
lSlave*tifede was in such high favour in the nation, 
"that k was specially honoured by Royal Patron- 
age. The Duke <of York, at that time Heir-appa- 
rent, and afterwards King James II., thought 
himself not disgraced by being placed at the head 
of an Association which was formed for the pur- 
pose of promoting that trade. In Jamaica royal 
grants of land were made only to such persons as 
were possessed of Slaves. 

I s it to be wondered at, then, that seduced by 
snch high example, and encouraged by the appro- 
bation of public opinion, some bold enterprising 
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spirits should be tempted by the prospect of ho- 
nourable gain, to embark in adventures in the 
Colonies, and unguardedly connect themselves 
with a system which all the world then approved 
of, not being able to divine that at some future 
time a change of opinion was to take place, which 
would brand as infamous, a pursuit which was 
then thought fair and honourable, and that they 
or their posterity were to be the devoted victim? 
of this change of opinion. Indeed we are not 
called upon to prove, that whatever may be the 
turpitude of Slavery is the turpitude of the nation. 
Our bitterest enemies admit it, although they 
desire that we alone should be the sacrifice to 
expiate the guilt Mr. Wilberforce calls it a 
" National crime:" again, he says, " the people of 
" England are called upon to do justice to the 
u descendants of the Africans, whom we (the 
M nation) have ourselves wrongfully planted in 
" the western hemisphere.*" In the Liverpool 

* As our enemies will perrert to our disadvantage every 
expression at all asabigaoas, we think it necessary to 
a formal confession of faith on the Slave-trade. We are 
it in saying, that this frame is now regarded with the 
feelings here as it is in England; and it oagfat to be 
leesffded, to the credit of this Colony, that at a very early 
stage of the discussion which led to the abolition, our Agent in 
England received instructions not to oppose thft measure. 



<i 



U 



<< 



u 



68 

declaration, the following passage occurt: " The 
" time is yet within the memory of persons not 
" far advanced in life, when this traffic was not 
" only considered allowable, 'but was sanctioned 
by the voice of the community, and carried on 
under public encouragement and legislative au- 
*' tbority." Again, 4 page 7 — " This Society 
disavow, in the most explicit manner, all idea 
of attaching to the Colonial proprietors any 
" moral imputation further than such as attaches 
" also to the nation at large, which has sanctioned 
" and encouraged a system of Slavery in its fo- 
" reign possessions.*" 

Notwithstanding these clear admissions that a 
property in Negroes was fairly acquired under 
the sanction of law and public opinion, and that, 
consequently, British merchants, taught to confide 
" in the mysterious virtue of wax and parchment,* 
have been induced to lend their money on the 
security of this species of property, it is now 

* As this is the first time we have had extension to refer te 
this little tract, we must take the opportunity to acknowledge 
the. gentlemanly language in which it is written, so different 
from the low abuse and scurrility with which we are accustomed 
to be treated, particularly by Messrs. Wilberforce, Macauley, 
Cropper and Co. We do not remember one opprobious epithet 
in it. >t 
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proposed, without scruple or compunction, to 
emancipate the Slave, strip a large and valuable 
class of subjects of their lawful property, and at 
once, to reduce thousands of faithful citizens from 
comfort and affluence to misery and want. 

The learned professors of the rights of man 
regard prescription, not as a title to bar all claim 
set up against old possession, but they look on 
prescription as itself a bar against the possessor 
or -proprietor. They hold immemorial possession 
to be no more than " a long continued and there- 
" fore aa aggravated injustice,*" These are the 
mild and reasonable measures which alone are 
acknowledged tb be just in principle and practi- 
cally effectual to their purpose. Of compensation 
not one word is said; that would endanger the 
popularity of the cause, inasmuch as compensa* 
tion implies taxation. 

It is difficult to find language to characterize 
the profligacy and total destitution of principle 
implied in tfeis atrocious attempt. The rights of 
property are so consecrated in the opinions and 
feelings of the nation, that we should suppose the 
intentions and conduct of this party need only tp 

* A Letter to a noble Lord^ 
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be represented hi their true colours, to be visited 

by the execration and detestation of every honest 

man in the British dominions. 

Mr. Justice Blackstone's notions upon the 

subject of property, will exhibit the schemes of 

our adversaries in a proper point of view : " The 

___ *. 

" third absolute right inherent in every English* 

u man is that of property, which consists in the 
H free use, enjoyment and disposal of all his ac- 
" quisitions, without any control or diminution, 
save only by the taws of the land. The original 
of private property is probably founded in 
" nature, as will be more fully shewn in the se* 
" cond book of ihe ensuing Commentaries, but 
certainly the modifications under which we at 
present find it, the method of conserving it 
in the present owner, and of translating it from 
" man to man are entirely derived from society, 
and are some of those civil advantages, in ex- 
change for which every individual has resigned 

a part of his nattiral liberty. The laws of 
i. 

v ' England are therefore, in point of honour and 
1 justice, extremely Watchful in ascertaining and 
" protecting this right." 

" So great, moreover," he adds, " is the regard 
" of the Jaw for private property, that it will not 
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« 

" authorize the least violation of it,* no not even, 
" for the general good of the whole, community. 
" If a new road, for instance, were to be made 
through the grounds of a private person, it 
might, perhaps, be extensively beneficial to the 
public ; but the law permits no man, or set of 
men, to do this without consent of the owner 
of (he land. In vain may it be urged, that the 
goad of the individual ought to yield to the 
good of the community: for it would be dan- 
gerous to allow any private man, or even any 
" public tribunal, to be the judge of this com- 
" mon good, and to decide whether it be expe- 
dient or not Besides, the public good is iu 
nothing more essentially interested than in the 

i 

protection of every individual's private rights, 
as modelled by the municipal law. In this, and 
similar cases, the legislature alone can, and iur 
deed frequently does, interpose and compel the 
" individual to acquiesce. But how does it in- 
terpose and compel? Not by absolutely strip* 
ping the subject of his property in an arbitrary 
manner, but by giving him a fall indemnifica- 
tion and equivalent for the injury sustaiqed. 
» The pubUc h „ow ordered - .an h,di«d„al 
" treating with an individual for an exchange. 
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All that the legislature does is to oblige the 
owner to alienate his possessions for a reason- 
able price; and even this is an exertion ^of 
power which the legislature indulges with cau- 
" tion, and which nothing but the legislature can 
" perform.*" 

These are principles founded in reason and 
equity, not peculiarly adapted to local circum- 
stances or particular times, but as universal and 
immutable as truth and justice. They form the 
very basis of civil association ; and the slightest 
violation of these elementary principles, committed 

in the remotest corner of the British Empire, can* 

* - - 

not fail to give a rude shock to the whole fabric 
of civil rights; or, as it has been well said by an 
eminent statesman on a different occasion, " In 
" effect we suffer as much at home by this loosen- 
" ing of all ties, and this coucussion of established 
" opinions, as we do abroad/ 9 

These are considerations which no doubt have 
had, and we trust will continue to have, due 
weight in the Councils of the Nation; but we 
must be upon our guard not to be deluded into a 

dangerous sense of security by the hollow and 

> 

* Blackstone's Com, vol. I. 



treacherous pledges of our adversaries. Of the 
inconsistency, equivocation, contradiction and 
tergiversation of the emancipators, we have had 
pmple expeqence: their shuffling, truckling con- 
duct has been so. admirably exposed by. Mr* 
Marryatt, that we shall content ourselves with 
refering to . the second pamphlet of that able 
defender of West- Indian rights, entitled More 
Thoughts. - 

However guarded, however ambiguous, however 
vague may be their notions and their speeches, we 
now know that the emancipation of the Slaves 
and the ruin of the Owners is their object ; and 
that respect for national pledges and vested rights, 
will never stand in their way when they have a 
Chance of accomplishing it It requires a much 
smaller share of political sagacity than is pos- 
sessed by this party, to discover that there are 
various ways of bringing about the consummation 
they so devoutly wish,— the desolation of these 
Colonies. They have already succeeded but too 
well in giving a tremendous shock to our credit; 
the foundation of agricultural, as much as of 
commercial prosperity. It will be some time 
before the panic occasioned by the late discus- 
8ions. in. Parliament, will. cease. to manifest ta&U 
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in the depreciated market value of property, and 
the: difficulty of effecting transfers; for no man 
in bm senses will hazard his money in the pur- 
chase of an article which he is in danger of having 
wrested from his possession by the arbitrary, un~ 
compromising fiat of irresistible power, 

It is, no doubt, with a view of sapping the 
foundation of our institutions, and ultimately 
effecting our ruin, that the emancipators invoke 
with sufch pious fervour the interposition of the 
Imperial Parliament in the regulation of our in- 
ternal affairs. They know well from reason and 
history, if experience had not taught them, that 
no country cam possibly prosper under a system 
of government, where the governors are three or 
four thousand mites removed from the theatre of 
their operations, and where calumny would supply 
the place of observation, and speculation usurp 
the province of experience. It is obvious how 
admirably adapted such a system would be to 
the views of our foes. We must, therefore, de- 
precate such interference with the same earnest-r 
ness, with which these men invoke it Experience 
however, has taught us to expect that the British 
Parliament wHl always be governed by consi- 
derations of political equity, even although partial 
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interests should desire to inculcate that might is 
right 

As to the absurd notion by which it has been 
attempted to impose upon the honest part of the 
nation, that estates would be profitably cultivated 
by the freed Slaves, we scarcely think it WOjrtfc 
onr while to advert to it. Not one man who has 
promulgated this doctrine, from Mr. Cropper up 
to the most respectable, can possibly believe what 
he has asserted. Admitting, for the sake of ar- 
gument, the soundness of M. Say's theory, that 
the labour of free men is more productive than 
the labour of Slaves, what is to become of the 
immense capital already vested - in this species of 
property. And what consideration is it to the 
merchant who holds mortgages over Slaves exchh 
sivefy y that lands may be still cultivated profitably 
by them after they are freed. The moment they 
cease to be property, his mortgage becomes waste 
paper s Transfer the security to the land, it will, 
perhaps, be said; but in this Island, and we fqar 
it is the case in most of the neighbouring Colonies, 
there are a vast number of estates in which both 
laitd and Negroes are entirely covered by mort- 
gages. Again it may be replied, if the produc- 
tions of the land are not diminished by the change, 
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the whole amount of the debt would be liquidated 
in the same time as it would have been under the 
old system; but, unfortunately, in these time* it 
often happens that debts, when they nrc. targe, 
cannot be paid by crops, and the cisditors can 
only be satisfied by a sale of the property pledged. 
Moreover it may happen, arid indeed often does 
happen in the most prosperous times, that a 
creditor may wish, for the very best reasons, to 
collect his money; is he to wait upon the preca- 
rious fluctuations of crops and prices, which, in 
in many cases, would never be adequate to satisfy 
all elaims? What would a creditor holding a 
mortgage over property in England, say to a law 
'which should destroy his right of foreclosure in 
the property, and compel him to wait for payment 
out of precarious crops which barely keep down 
the interest? — it would be quite as unjust as a 
law which should declare all securities forfeited, 
allowing the interest only to the original holder ; 
or, in other words, it would be to convert a pro- 
prietor into an annuitant upon very disadvan- 
tageous and iniquitous terms. 

This argument is founded on the presumption 
that our estates really could be profitably culti- 
vated by the emancipated Slaves ; a doctrine 



€4 



<C 



77 

which we are very far from admitting. At any 
rate the present generation of proprietors would 
be ruined before the newly-freed Slave would be 
convinced " that the necessity of providing for 
" his subsistence, though less degrading, is not 
" less imperative than that under which he had 

before been compelled to return to his daily 

task ;" or before he would acquire such settled 
habits of industry as would ensure to the pro* 
prietor of the soil that regular supply of labour 
which would be necessary to enable him to con* 
tinne his cultivation. And it seems never to have 
been noticed in this controversy, that the object 
of our cultivation, combining manufacture with 
agriculture, can only be successfully carried on 
by the united exertions of large numbers of per- 
sons, at stated periods, and according to the crop 
for a long continuance of time. 

As we do not pretend to be such acute rea- 
soiiers as our antagonists, and are by no means 
so well skilled in the tactics of controversy, we 
take care never to advance but under cover of a 
strong battery of facts— we must therefore halt a 
moment to bring up our artillery. N 

It appears by an Official Return from the Trea- 
surer's Office, where every Slave and chwj %«« 
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of land are annually given in for the purpose of 
feeing taxed, that there are 5206 Owners of Slaves 
in this island; that x>f this number, 1535 are 
Owners of Jtand.as well as Slaves: the remaining 
3671 Owner* of Slayes have no land at all.* 
What is to be aaid tp <he^e unfortunate people, if 
tfce jright of property in Slaves be abrogated? 
They, -poor creatures, would not profit one penny 
by H, though the lands innocemtty cultivated by 
free people should produce gold instead .of sugar. 
Many of these proprietors it is true Jha#e but a 
few Slaves; but that does not alter the quality of 
the act. There is as much injustice in robbing 
a .©an of small possessions of his all, as in strip- 
ping the wealthiest nobleman in England of hit 
princely domains. 

Some of the more honest of the party, cannot 
help manifesting a certain compunction at the 
thought of beggaring a large class of their fellow 
subjects in this off-hand way; and as a means of 
quitting their .consciences, or perhaps of saving 
their credit with the world, they propose to allow 
the present generation of Slaves to continue in 
slavery, and only to declare their posterity free; 

* Appendix O. 
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and opon this plan, say they, " there eaa he no 
pretension to a claim of indemnification, for 
how can a man expect compensation for the 
a loss of property which he neYer possessed?* 
What sophistry! He would hare precisely th* 
same right to compensation that a remainderman 
or reversioner of an estate in England would bare 
for the violation of his contingent rights by the 
strong hand of Parliament. In all conveyances 
of Slaves " the future issue and increase" is as 
firmly conveyed and secured as the existing pro- 
perty. This prospective right cannot he taken 
away without materially impairing the value of 
all securities, and in many instances it would 
have the effect of totally annihilating their value; 
as when the debts are so large that the junior 
creditors cannot expect in the ordinary course of 
things to be paid out of the crops for twenty or 
thirty years. Sales of property, we take it for 
granted, would be totally at an end under the 
state of things we are contemplating. This would 
be the effect of the measure on mortgagees and 

* 

judgment creditors. Its operation on actual pro- 
prietors would be to convert an estate m fee into 
a life estate; for it is obvious, that it makes no 
difference in feet, whether the term of \^*es&\fc\v 
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depend upon the life of the owner, Of of the Slave, 
in both cases the proprietorship determines With 
the life of a certain party. What would the coun- 
try gentlemen of England say to a Bill, which 
generously allowed them the undisturbed posses* 
pieb of their estates for some thirty or forty years, 
and declared them forfeited at the expiration of 
that period?— for such in effect would be the 
operation of the measure in question on West 
|ndia property. 

. There is yet another point of view in which 
this plan must be considered, in its effect upon 
reversionary rights. The rights of persons enti- 
tled to estates in expectancy, are equally respected 
with those of persons in actual possession of pro* 
perty, and the justice and honesty of our laws 
are admirably displayed by the scrupulous atten- 
tion with which the vested interests of posterity 
are regarded. No instance can be produced in 
.our legal history, where the rights of therever* 
sioner or remainderman have been sacrificed upon 
any speculative notion of the fitness of things. 
These rights were held, to be sacred in a case 
where the property amounted to a sum almost 
incalculable. Although in a decision in which 
these contingent righta were upheld, it was pub* 
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licly declared to be "a triumph of private vanity 
" over the whole system of British jurisprudence, 
"by which the English law would be made 
" subservient to posthumous avarice, and all the 
" landed property of the kingdom would be sunk 
" in mere trusteeship, and the people of England 
" deprived of all its beneficial enjoyments." 

The modern jurists, we are to suppose, consider 
Justice, as has been said of Religion* " an affair 
of geography," so that what is right and equitable 
in Europe is not so on this side of the Atlantic. 

This Report has unavoidably swelled to such 
a bulk already, that your Committee find them- 
selves under the necessity of omitting altogether 
some topics connected with their inquiry, and of 
touching very concisely upon others which they 
had intended to discuss at some length; 

This Colony (which seems to be peculiarly the 
object of Messrs. Wilberforce and Co.'s most ran- 
corous enmity ;) is reproached with throwing un- 
necessary obstacles in the way of emancipation, by 
attaching penalties to manumission, and according 
to newspaper reports, one of the party stated 
in the House of Commons that this penalty 
amounted to 500/. As it happens to be 50/. the 
addition of a nought, we suppose, Vie cornvkwA ^\ 

r 



42 

matter of no importance. These gentlemen bare 
not had the candour to state that the freed Slave 
receives ab annuity for life, at the rate of eight 
per cent, on the deposit. 

We think k likely that the policy which first 
dictated this law had a reference-to the preserva- 
tion of that preponderance of the white papula- 
tion over the free people of colour, which was at 
one time considered essential to the security and 
stability of property. Experience had in some 
instances illustrated the wisdom and expediency 
of this policy. The history of the insurrections 
fit Grenada and Saint Vincent, and even at Saint 
Domingo, may have been quoted in proof of it. 
But the fidelity and good conduct of this class of 
subjects in this island, in the insurrection of 1816, 
removed all apprehension on that score from the 
minds of our legislature: and having proved 
themselves good citizens, they were deemed 
worthy of a greater extension of civil rights. A 
law was immediately enacted for the purpose of 
legalizing their testimony, and as it now appeared 
that there was no good reason for opposing the 
increase of their numbers, the deposit on a manu- 
mission was reduced to a sum which was thought 
barely sufficient to prevent unkind and ungrateful 
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owners from ridding themselves of the burthen of 
maintaining their old and infirm Slaves, and also 
for the purpose of providing in some measure for 
tlie support of the enfranchised Slave. Indeed 
this law, as it now stands, is constantly evaded 
"by the connivance or rather by the consent of 
public opinion. At least nine-tenths of the Slaves 
-*?ho have been emancipated during the last six 
yeate, have obtained their freedom by virtue of 
English manumissions, which are deeds of enfran- 
chisement executed by a person in England, to 
whom the Slaves are conveyed by their owner 
resident in this Island. These deeds were not 
originally legalized by any statute of the Island, 
but their validity has for a series of years been re* 
cognized by all our Courts, and they are now 
considered as good and effectual for their purpose 
as any other form of manumission. 

Another point to which we may be expected to 
Advert, is the propriety of attaching the Slaves to 
the soil ; but we really think that the multiplied 
evils of such a law, even to the Slaves themselves, 
have been so fully illustrated and so clearly made 
manifest in the " Report of the House of Assembly 
" of Jamaica on the Registry Bill," that tho&e ^k 
ve not already convinced of the policy oi «weVi 

v ^ 
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a law, would not be convinced by any body of 
evidence which human labour could collect, or by 
any force of argument which human ingenuity 
could invent : and as to the fine piece of declama- 
tion on this subject in Mr, Wilberforce's pam- 
phlet, we beg him to try whether it will not apply 
with greater force to the impressing of seamen, 
or even to the sending soldiers and sailors on' 
foreign service, without consulting their inclina- 
tions. But we must not expect to find the prin- 
ciples of this party susceptible of that universal,' 
indiscriminate application, which is at once the 
criterion and the beauty of sound principles. In 
every thing we discover that " fanatical irregula- 
" rity of mind" which characterizes all the doc- 
trines and all the measures of these super-pious 
men. 'Their philanthropy is of that eccentric 
kind, which aims more at giving notariety to them- 
selves than happiness to others; for how shall we 
reconcile to our vulgar, home-bred notions of 
philanthropy, the conduct of a gentleman who- 
declares his conviction, that the prosperity of the ■ 
Master and the comfortable condition of the Slave 
are inseparable, and nevertheless opposes syste- 
matically every measure calculated to rescue the 
Master from adversity. " TYieae ev&C »l^^t • 
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Wilberforce " which are indeed very great, must of 
course be aggravated where the Planters are in 
embarassed circumstances, notoriously the situ-' 
*" ation of the greater part of the ownere of West 
" India Estates." If these are his impressions, 
in the name of heaven, what became of his bene- 
volence — of his charity — when he lent thfe aid of 
his great talents to the support of a motion for 
equalizing the duties on East and West India 
sugar? A measure which all the House of Com- 
mons except thirty-four members, saw must ine- 
vitably bring jruin upon every West Indian pro- 
prietor; and of this number, twenty-one were 
proprietors of East India Stock, and Mr. Wilber- 
force was one of them. 

In any other man, such conduct as this would 
have some chance of being characterized as highly 
disgraceful ; but, notwithstanding the great name 
and high reputation of the individual, it cannot 
fail to make all impartial persons question the 
purity and integrity of the motives, which actuate 
him in the splendid career which he has been 
pursuing; and we must, for a time at least, hesi- 
tate in allotting him a station among the virtuous 
benefactors of mankind, or in placing him in the 
same class with a Howard or a Boromco. What 
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toils has Mr. Wilberforce endured ? What sacri- 
fices, either personal or pecuniary, has he under- 
gone for the cause of humanity ? Such a name 
and such a station as he enjoys are cheaply pur- 
chased indeed by a few splendid orations or well 
written pamphlets, which cost him little effort, 
and procure him v$st applause. 

In the foregoing pages it will perhaps appear 
that we have been occasionally betrayed into 
some warmth of expression ; but let it be remem- 
bered that we write under a sense of the deepest 
injuries — that the attempt of our adversaries is to 
rob us. of character and fortune. What else on 
earth is there valuable to man? 

The Colonists have been so often annoyed* 
and are now so heartily disgusted by the reifer- 
ated attempts to overthrow theif property, and 
by the distractiqns and commotions occasioned 
by those attempts, that we Relieve the epemies 
of the Colonial system will find them very ready 
to co-operate in their views, sq soon as arrange- 
ments have been made to indemnify them for the 
losses which they are to sustain by the accom- 
plishment of those views. It cannot be expected 
that any set of men shall consent to beggar them- 
selves from a deference to certain speculative 
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nations of philanthropy. But the West Indian 
proprietor We have no doubt will submit to bear 
a fall rtiafe, or even trior e than a just share of the 

DUrtnen. 

S8ft6e however it is admitted 6n all hands, that 
tltef criminality of the Slave system belongs to the 
tt&tioii at large, snrely the sacrifice for the atorie- 
mtM ought to be co-extensive with the guilt, and 
fSR equally upon every part 6f the Empire. But 
slriuld {he nation refuse to attest the sincerity of 
their zeal itf this cause, by consenting to sueh im- 
pddifitfns as may be required to indemnify us, let 
them never again reproach us with the turpitude 
of Watery. What prhicipte of political or ethical 
jfUttefe can require that we atone should be the 
victim* to expiate a crime, the guilt of which ate- 
even to the admissi6ri of our adversaries, 
to us duly in common with the rest of 
the tmtiott. 

No 1 dass of Hfe Majesty's subjects has borne a 
larger share of the burthens of the late war, or 
bore it with less complaining than the West Indian 
proprietor. How many of this class are there, who 
having inherited handsome fortunes, are now re- 
duced to difficulties, not by personal extravagance 
or by physical calamity, but by the irresistible 
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pressure of duties, and by the depreciation of the 
value of their staple commodities — the result of 
certain measures of Government, which though 
perhaps of sound national policy, have borne with 
peculiar hardship upon this part of the Empire. 
And are we now to be denied all those civil axU 
vantages, for the sake of which we have resigned 
so much, and have indured so much? Instead. of 
protection of our property or full iudemnification 
for tl|e violation of it, are we to be rewarded by 
confiscation and rapine? Or ought we even to 
be exposed to the apprehension of these things* 
and to the multiplied evils which must inevitably 
arise from such an apprehension? These are 
doctrines which we are well assured His Majesty's 
Ministers would renounce with disdain. But we 
do fear that they are not sufficiently impressed 
with the magnitude of the mischief which is done 
to us, by the compromising policy which they seen* 
disposed to adopt, in regard to the views of the 
advocates of rapine. 



APPENDIX. 



A. • 

Examination (an Oath) of Sir Edmund Williams, 

Query 1. What is your professional rank, and 
the nature of your connexion ™th this Colony? 
How long have you been resident in this Island ? 
Baring such residence have you, or have you 
not, bad frequent opportunities of observing the 
general treatment of the Slaves in this Colony ? 
If yea, state what has fallen under your obser- 
vation relative to their general treatment and 
condition. 

Answer. Examinant saith — that he is a Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel in the Army, and at present the 
Commandant of the Garrisons at Saint Ann's ; 
that he has been resident in this Island upwards 
of eight months, and that he has had oppor- 
tunities, having purposely sought them, from an 
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impression when he left England that the Slaves 
were badly treated in the Colonies; that he 
has risked gentlemen on their Plantations, and 
that he has anxiously looked at their Hospitals 
and other establishments ; that he has found their 
Hospitals particularly attended to, and the young 
Slaves well fed and treated, and that he firmly 
believes that generally speaking they are better 
off than the poor in England. 

Qu.2. From your knowledge of the manner* of 
the inhabitants of this Island, do you, or do you 
noiyr think that a cruel Owner of Slaves would 
be held in the same abhorrence here, as he would- 
be in England ? 

Ans. Examinant saith— that he firmly believes 

that a cruel Owner of Slaves would be held in 
the same abhorrence here at* he would be in Eng- 
land. 

Qu.X From the general demeanor and conduct- 
of the Slaves themselves, would you, os would 
you pot, pronounce them to be a happy and com- 
tented, or an oppressed and ill-treated, people ? 
State particularly what has fallen under your own • 
observation in- this respect, and your reasons for 
the opinions which you may have formed on this 
subject 
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An*. That it is difficult for him to answer that 
question, because it is impossible to know their 
feelings, but if be can judge from their singing 
and amusing themselves when off their, and era* 
when . at labour, he should really think them a 
happy race of people ; and that he baa observed 
that every^ family has a cottage and some poultry, 
a pig and other things, which they take to mac- 
ket, and make the most of for their families. 
That he has frequently rode oyer the Plantations 
with the Owners, and seen gangs of thirty or 
forty Slaves apeak i& the most kind and feeling 
manner when at .work to their Owners, par- 
ticularly inquiring how the rest of the family 
were. 

(Signed) Edmund K&ynton Williams. 



i B. 

Examination of Lieutenant-Colonel Popham, 

(on Oath). 

Query 1 • What is your professional rank, and 
the nature of your connexion with this Colony ? 
How long Jiave you been resident in this Islands 
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-During such residence have you, or have you not, 
had frequent opportunities of observing the ge- 
neral treatment of the Slaves in this Colony ? If 
yea, state what has fallen under your observation 
relative to their general treatment and condition. 
- Jinswer. Examinant saith — that he is a Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel in the army, and Deputy Quarter- 
-Master-General ; that he has been resident in 
.this Island upwards of seven years ; that during 
such residence he has had several opportunities; 
that be has reason to suppose from his own ob- 
servation, that they are generally well treated. 
* Qu. 2. From your knowledge of the manners 
of the inhabitants of the Island, do you, or do 
you not, think that a ctuel Owner of Slaves would 
be held in the same abhorrence here, as he would 
in England ? 
Ans. Examinajit saith — certainly he thinks so, 
Qu. 3. From the general demeanor and con- 
duct of the Slaves themselves, wouM you, or 
would you not, pronounce them to be a happy 
and contented, or an oppressed and ill-treated 
people ? State particularly what has fallen under 
your observation in this respect, and your reasons 
for the opinions which you may have formed on 
this subject. 
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Ans. Saith — that he verily believes, from per- 
sonal observation on the estates he has visited, 
from riding through and passing many others, 
having been in every parish, they are a contented " 
and happy people, generally speaking ; that they 
appear cheerful in the performance of their work, 
and that he does not recollect witnessing any 
severity practised upon them in the field; that 
they appear to him clothed in general, and in 
many instances well so ; that the greater propor- 
tion of the houses of these people appear comfort- 
able, having the advantages of poultry, pigs, and 
goats, in many instances fruit trees and a little 
garden ; and that the markets held by them on 
Sunday, clearly demonstrate that they enjoy the 
benefit arising from the produce and sale thereof; 
that he has every reason to believe, from fre- 
quently seeing medical men riding through the 
estates, and from inquiries made upon the sub- 
ject, that they are visited weekly, and oftener if 
required in particular cases, by a practitioner, 
who- is paid annually for his attendance; that 
very great attention is paid to the rearing of chil- 
dren, attd that -the old and infirm receive the 
kindest attention, as is fully proved by the very 
few Blacks -who are taggarc* ^\raR»<fi&fc^s&fc 
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population exhibit frequent instances; thus pirat- 
ing that the Slaves in this Colony are tfiuch better 
off than the lower class in England, having no 
care or thought for to-morrow, feeling confident 
that all their necessary wants and comforts will 
be provided for. • 

(Signed) S. J. Popham, D. Q. M. G, 



C. 

Examination qf Lieutenant Cohnel Berkeley > 

(on Oath). 

Query. 1. What is your professional rank, ami 
the nature of your connexion with this Colony? 
How long have you been resident. in this Island? 
fruring such residence have you, or have you not, 
had frequent opportunities of observing the gene- 
ral treatment of the Slaves in this Colony? If 
yea, state what has fallen under your observa- 
tion relative to their general treatment and con- 
dition. 

Arts. Exammant saitb— that he is a Leititenant* 

Colonel in the Army, and Deputy Adjufcant-Ge- 

llo the Army serving m the Leeward Inlands; 



that lie has been resident, with some interrup- 
tions, since the year 1806; that be has not had 
an opportunity of observing the condition of the 
Slaves in the Country, from his professional du- 
ties confining him to the vicinity of the town. 

Qu. 2. From your knowledge of the manners 
of the inhabitants of this Island* do you, or do 
you not, think that a cruel Owner of Slaves 
would be held in the same abhorrence here, as he 
would be in England ? 

Ans. Examinant saith — decidedly so* 

Qu. 3. From the general demeanor and conduct 
of the Slaves themselves, would you, or would you 
not, pronounce them to be a happy and contented, 
er an oppressed and ill-treated people? State 
particularly what has fallen under your own ob- 
servation in this respect, and your reasons for the 
opinions which you may have formed on the sub- 
ject 

Ans. Saith — from any thing he could observe^ 
that the Negroes appear to be as contented as any 
other labouring people in any part of the world} 
that within the last few months he has had an op- 
portunity for the first time, of seeing something of 
the interior detail 1 of an estate, and that in his 
6pmiOD the system established, ^ras, *s te %& ^b» 
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preservation of discipline required, too lenient, 
and that he has no doubt that the same system 
very generally prevails among the respectable class 
of owners* 

(Signed) J. H. Berkeley. 



D. 

Examination of Dr. Edward Tegart, (on Oath). 

Query 1. What is your professional rank, and 
the nature of your connexion with this Colony? 
How long have you been resident in this Island? 
During such residence have you, or have you not, 
had frequent opportunities of observing the gene- 
ral treatment of the Slaves in this Colony? If yea, 
state what has fallen under your observation rela- 
tive to their general treatment and condition. 

Am. Examinant saith — that he is Inspector of 
Hospitals, that he has been resident in this Island 
upwards of two years ; that he has not had fre- 
quent opportunities; that in one estate he looked- 
minutely into their condition, when * the- great 
number of Slaves appeared to him to be well 
managed, and comfortably taken rarc of v that he 
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has seen several others, but only superficially, 
when the external appearance gave him reason to 

think that they were very comfortable; that he 
has obseited that on several of the estates their 
Hospitals are very well conducted for the care of 
the sick; that he came to this Island prepossessed 
that the Negroes were very harshly used, from 
what he had heard and fcead on the subject, but 
he now finds that it is not so> and he believes that 
they are generally kindly and well treated; they 
appear to him to be better off than the labouring 
people are in his own country (Ireland). 
*, Qu. 2. From your knowledge of the manners 
of the' inhabitants of this Island, do; you*; or do 
you not, think that a cruel owner of Slaves would 
be held in the same abhorrence here, as he would 
be in England? 

» 

- Ansi Saith-*-decidedly; 

Qu. 3. From the general demeanor atid conduct 
of the Slaves thfemselves, would you, or Would 
you dot, pronounce them to be a happy and con- 
tented, or an oppressed and ill-treated people? 
State particularly what has fallefn under your 
own observation ialhw respect, and your reasons 
for the opinions which you may have formed on 

• • - 

the subject . 
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Ans. Saith — that be thinks, generally sneaking, 
they seem very contented. 

(Signed) Edw. Tegar? « 
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E. 

Examination of Captain Conrtenay Cruttenden r 

(on Oath)* 

Query 1. What is your professional rank, and 
the nature of your connexion with this Colony? 
How long have you been resident in this Island? 
[During such residence have you, or have you not, 
had frequent opportunities of observing the gene- 
ral treatment of the Slaves in this Colony? If yeay 
state what has fallen under your observation rela- 
tive to their general treatment and condition* 

Ans. Examinant saith— that he is a Captain m 
the Royal Artillery, commanding the detachment 
of that Corps at the Head Quarters in this Island, 
and Major of Brigade to the Forces in this Island? 
that he has been resident in this Wand ten yebrs; 
that he has very frequently had opportunities of 
observing the treatment o£ Store* \n*iw*ld«ad 
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upon * great number elf Estates, where he has 
resided weeks and months at a time, and that he 
has ever observed thfe kind treatment they invari- 
ably receive — the cheerfulness with which he has 
observed them perform their duty, and that he 
never was witness to an act of cruelty or oppres- 
sion during the period he has been in this Island; 
he does declare, what he has frequently asserted, 
that he considers them a much' more happy race, 
better clothed and enjoying more comforts, than 
the poor in that part; of Ireland (Cork) where h<ef 
was for 4 short time stationed: 

Qui 2. From you? knowledge of the manners of 
the inhabitants of this Island, do you, or do you 
not, think that a ctuel Owner of Slaves would be 
held in the same abhorrence here, as he would be 
in England? 

Arts: Saith— equally so. . 

Qu.3. From the general demeanor and conduct 
of the Slaves themselves, . would yon, or would 
you not, pronounce them to be a happy and con- 
tented, or an opprested and ill-treated people? 
State particularly what has Mien under your 
•wn observation in this respect, and your reasons 
for itfee opinions you may have formed on this 
•objects- . - . .: v 
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An*. Saith — -that be thinks be has answered! 
this question in his reply to No. 1. 

(Signed) C Cruttenden, 

Capt. R. Artillery; Major of Brigade 



■ i\ r 






Examination of Captain Spink, (on Oath\ 

Qu. 1. What is your professional rank, and 
the nature of your connexion with this Colony r 
How long have you been resident in this Island? 
During such residence have you, or have you 
not, had frequent opportunities of observing the 
general treatment of the Slaves in this Colony? 
If yea, state what has fallen under your ob- 
servation relative to their general treatment and 
condition. 

Ans. Examinant saith — that he is a Captain 
in His Majesty's Army, and an Aid-de-Camp to 
His Excellency the Commander of the Forces j 
that he has been resident in this Island two 
years, and has had frequent opportunities of ob- 
serving the general treatment of the Slaves » 
the Colony; such observation has led him to 
form an opinion that great YmmwaVj rod kind- 
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f 
wess is shewn to the Slave population of this 

Colony. 

Qu. 2. From your knowledge of the manners of 

the inhabitants of this Island, do you, or do you 

not, think that a cruel Owner of Slaves would 

be held in the same abhorrence here, as he would 

be in England? ♦ 

<Ams. Examinant saith— that he certainly thinks 
a cruel Oyraer of Slaves would be held in the 
same abhorrence here as he would be in England. 
Qu. 3. From the general demeanor and con- 
duct of the Slaves themselves, would you, or 
would you not, pronounce them to be a happy 
and contented, or an oppressed and ill-treated 
people? State particularly what has fallen 
under your own observation in this respect, and 
your reasons for the opinions which you may 
have formed on this subject, 

Ans. Examinant saith— that his opinion is, that 
the Slaves of this Island are a happy and con- 
tented people, and that they do not consider them- 
selves an oppressed and ill-treated people ; that 
his reasons for forming this opinion, are, that 
they are always cheerful and happy, and appear 
to be sensible of the great care taken of them, 

(Signed) John Spink, Capt. A. D. C. 



jl vr< 



G. 

Examination af Sir Reynold A. Atteyne, Bart. 

(on Oath). 

Query 1. What is your station in this Colony ? 

Answer. A Member of Council, and Owner of 
four properties, two in Saint Andrew's parish, 
and two in Saint Peter's and Saint Lucy's, the 
management of which are under pay immediate 

superintendence. 

Qu. 2. What is the condition and treatment of 

the Slaves on the Plantations under your di- 
rection, in respect to food, clothing^ general com- 
forts, labour and punishments ? Is the cart-whip 
or cow's-skin whip in general used ^s an instru- 
ment of punishment, and is it customary to ex- 
pose the female Slaves indecently when sul>. 
jected to punishment ? 

Ans. The people under nay charge have twq 
dressed meals every day. Warm tea in the morn- 
ing, and from three to four pounds of raw food, 
in addition to the dressed meals, besides salt-fish 
and molasses. On my Scotland estate, where 
there is more moisture, I allow every adult a pet-*. 
ticoat and bed-gown of Pennistone, ii^ addition 
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to the Oznabrugs. The children are^ allowed 
one suit annually, and wherever I perceive an 
individual in, a ragged style, whether adult or in-: 
font, I give an additional suit* Each family has 
a small cottage provided at the expense of the 
estate. The Hospital k is provided, with bed, 
blankets, and sheets, attended daily by a medical, 
practitioner, without whose sanction no person 
in allowed to quit the Hospital. I allow no 
thonged whip to be used even as a symbol of 
authority; whatever punishment is inflicted, is 
inflicted by a small cat with about five strands. 
I never allow the Superintendent, commonly 

* 

called Drivers, to apply more than three stripes 
for any one offence, and though it rarely happens 
that any mark is made on the persons of the 
Negroes, I have invariably punished the Driver 
whenever I have perceived it. Females are 
punished over the shoulders only, and except 
for very heinous offences, I have never suffered 
evesn the jacket to be removed: wherever con- 
finement in a wholesome room could be effected, 
I have always preferred it, but to this there is an 
objection, arising occasionally from the large 
families Of females, which would suffer from the 
confinement of the mother. 
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Qu. 3. From your knowledge of the habits of 
Negroes; are you prepared to say whether or not' 
the women get husbands at an early age, and can 
you undertake to assert with confidence, whether 
or not they are restrained from contracting en- 
gagements of this kind, by their licentious inter* 
course with the white men on the estates ? 

Ans. Most of my young women have husbands, 
at a very early period ; whenever I have discovered 
any attempts on the part of the white servants to 
form connexions with the females of the estate, 
I have invariably discharged them; and I have 
pleasure in stating this fact, that in a population 
of 525 Slaves, I have not a single child the off? 
spring of a white man, since the estates have been 
in my possession. I took possession of my first 
estate in the year 1811. 

Qu. 4. What are your opinions respecting the 
religious instruction of the Slaves by Cleigymei^ 
of the Established Church ? 

Ans. The Reverend Mr. Harte, the Rector of 
Saint Lucy's parish, has lately undertaken to give 
religious instruction^ the Slave population of his 
parish, and I have. from the commencement given 
him every encouragement and support, by giving 
my people every Saturday afternoon, and sending 
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them to Church, and occasionally attending my- 
self, together with my family. 

These Answers are intended to apply equally 
to the estate of Sir H. Fitaherbert, which is con* 
fided to my care. 

(Signed) R. A. Alleynu. 



H. 
Examination ofForster Clarke, Esq. (on Oatk). 

Query 1. What is your situation in life? 
- Ans. Examinant saith— that he is a Planter 
owning an Estate, and an Attorney to nineteen 
others belonging to absentee proprietors, on which 
there is a population of 4589 Slaves, of which 
he does not believe that there is at this moment 
a single one absent, or under disgrace or punish- 
ment for any crime. 

. Qu. 2. What is the condition and treatment of 
the Slaves on the plantations under your direc- 
tion, in respect to food, clothing, general comforts, 
labour and punishments. Is the cart-whip or 
cow-skin whip ia general used as an instrument 
ef punishment, and is it pustomary to expose the 
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female Slaves indecently when subjected to 
punishment? 

Ahs. Examinant saith— he is convinced that 
the Negroes have a sufficient allowance of food, 
as they are frequently enabled to. sell a part of it j 
that they are never stinted under any circum- 
stances of scarcity arising from unfavourable 
seasons or failure of crops, as in that case corn 
or other food would be provided for them by 
purchase. The usual allowances on estates under 
his- direction are as follows :— each grown Negro 
has per day one pint and a half of Guinea-corn, 
or two pints of Indian-corn, making 4j or 6 lbs. 
when dressed, or 4^ or 5 lbs. of roots, and some- 
times more when there is any great abundance, as 
is often the case, of those crops, in addition to 
which a plentiful meal is provided for every onft 
at dinner. They have all a pint of tea every 
morning before they set to work, with an. alio w«< 
ance of weak diversion, (*. e. rum and water 
sweetened with molasses,) once or twice a day, 
and a pint of beverage made of molasses and 
water ; they have also a weekly allowance of one 
pound of fish, ' one pint of molasses, and half a 
pint of salt; on .festivals they have . extra allow-, 
ances of pork ayid other provisions/ The children 
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Jiave three dressed meals daily, which is se* v#| 
to them under the eye of the manager ; the old 
and infirm people fire also provided with dressed 
meals. That the clothing for every man is at 
Pennistone jacket, an Qznahrugs shirt and brow- 
sers, and a woollen cap or hat. The women 
have a full-sized jacket of Pennistone, an Osna<r 
hrugs petticoat, a handkerchief and a woollen 
cap r on some estates they have a check chemise 
besides, and the children have likewise an animal 
suit. The quantity of clothing may appear insuf- 
ficient for a year, but the Negroes, or at least the 
industrious part of them, have ample means of 
procuring additional raiment, and they are always 
observed to be not only decently but comfortably 
clad. A bouse is built for each family at the ex* 
pense of the estate, who have a small piece* of 
ground allotted to them, on which they cultivate 
for thejpselyes provision and other crops, by the 
Kale of which .and the raising of hogs and poultry 
they are enabled tQ indulge. themselves in dress 
and other comforts. The superannuated and 
infirm people have all their allowances continued 
for life, and often receive eigtra helps. The hours 
pf work are generally. from about six in the 
gionpng, or in the Jang days a bttje before, till 
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nine, when an hour is allowed for 1>reakfost; 
they again set to work at ten, and come home to 
dinner at one ; at three they set to work again 
and work till six, or in the long days, when the 
sun sets after six, it might be a little after; so that 
they seldom work more than three hours at a 
time, and not more than nine hours for the day, 
at that season of the year when the days are short, 
and nine hours and a half when the days are long. 
In the crop time, (which does not last more than 
one third of the year, if all the days employed in 
making sugar were put together,) the people em* 
ployed about the works, amounting on a large 
estate to about fifteen or sixteen, are detained til) 
eight or nine o'clock at night, and sometimes, but 
very rarely, later ; and then, all of those are not 
required to remain to the last — they come out the 
next piorning when the other Negroes go to work. 
It is usual, on most estates, for the Negroes on 
Sunday mornings to bring up with them a bundle 
of grass, at eight o'clock, and receive their allow- 
ances for that day, after which they are never , 
called upon to do any thing, and Saturday after- 
noons are very commonly given to them; — that 
on some estates he has abolished the bringing of 
grass on Sunday mornings, which, however, occu* 
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pies a very short time. There is a good Hospital 
on almost every estate, which is generally a clean 
well- ventilated building, provided with cabins and 
other conveniences, and beds for such as are ill 
to lie on. To the sick, proper and regular nutri- 
ment is allowed, and no expense is spared for 
such articles as the doctor thinks necessary for 
them: a practitioner attends every day, and a 
surgeon or physician is called whenever required. 
Prom the time the breeding women report them- 
selves with child, they are withdrawn from the 
large gang, and employed about very light work 
till delivered; — baby-linen is provided for them, 
candles and other necessaries sent them, and a 
midwife paid to attend them, a nurse of their own 
choice to keep than in for the month, which they 
are allowed to stay in, and upon coming out they 
receive a small present of money, and for three 
mouths after they do little more than attend to 
their children. When the children grow a little 
stronger, the mothers come out at seven o'clock 
in the morning, leave the children in the nursery, 
and go to work ; they come home at nine, go to 
work again at ten, and draw off at twelve; in the 
afternoon, they go to work at three, and draw off 
at five; they then come home and Vafc^ Wtfsvt 
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ttren to their houses. The children are generally 
Weaned at the age of eighteen months. On every 
estate a proper baildiiig for a Nursery is erected, 
Where the infants are kept during the day, under 
the cate of elderly Women as. nurses, with a suf- 
ficient quantity of pap provided to feed them 
with, in the absence of their mothers. 

The Overseers of the field-work, or, as they are 
often called, Drivers, are permitted at no time to 
give a Negro more than six stripes with a cat; if 
the obstinacy of unruly conduct of any Negro re* 
quire a greater punishment he is reported to the 
manager. Examinant saith — He knows of no 
other punishments but solitary confinement, or 
moderate flogging with a cat; the female Slaves 
are never exposed wheu punished, the cart- whip or 
cow-skin is never permitted to be used upon the 
estates under his care, and he believes that it is ge- 
nerally laid aside as an instrument of punishment. 

Qu. 3. From your knowledge of the habits of 
the Negroes, are you prepared to say whether or 
not, the Women get husbands at an early age, 
and can you undertake to assert with confidence, 
whether or not they are restrained from contract- 
ing engagements of this kind, by their licentious 
intercourse with the white men on \ixe estates ? 
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Ans. Examinatit saith — that although he does! 
not think the young women do in general settle 
themselves very early with husbands, he is not 
of opinion, that they are often prevented from 
doing so, by their intercourse with the whites; 
it can seldom or never be the effect of arbitrary 
influence, as he attends to the complaints of 
every Negro, and he believes that most others do 
the same, and such conduct would ever be re- 
sented and punished by the discharge of any 
white servant, or manager who attempted it 5 
that an illicit intercourse does often exist there 
can be no doubt, but from the small number ot 
Mulatto children born in estates, it would appear 
that such connexions were not so often formed ad 
might be expected. 

Qx. 4. What are your opinions respecting the 
religions instruction of the Slaves by Clergymen 
of the Established Church : 

Ans. Examinant saith — that he is willing to 

■ 

give every encouragement to such plans of reli- 
gions instruction, as he thinks calculated to do 
•iiy good; and that, although he has not per- 
tititted Metbodiftt Missionaries to preach in any 
rf tfie estates for which he is concerned, h&ta& 
for some time past, allowed a man oi t^ns 100 * 
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habits to attend his own, and some other Negroes 
under his direction, for the purpose of giving 

i 

such instruction as they were capable of receiv- 
ing ; that he thinks much good may be done by 
a safe and efficient plan of religious instruction 
towards the moral improvement of the Negroes* 
and that men of good character add moderate 
acquirements, but sufficiently informed for the 
undertaking, are best calculated to effect it ; and 
such persons should be employed as subordinate 
agents under the direction of the Rectors of the 
parishes, or of principal Missionaries of the 
Church of England* 

(Signed) F. Clarke. 



I. 

Examination of William Sharp, Esq. (an Octih). 

Query 1. What is your situation in life? . . . . 

Am. Saith that he is a Planter and Attorney 
to three estates. 

Qn* 2. What is the condition and treatment of 
the Slaves on the Plantations under, your direc- 
tions in respect to food, clothing, general comforts, 
labour and punishment*? 
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Ans. Saith — that the Negroes under his direc- 
tion have a pint of tea early in the morning, a pint 
of molasses and water, or half-pint of rum and 
water sweetened with molasses, in the forenoon, 
with a plentiful dinner at noon; besides a daily 
allowance of one pint and a half of Guinea-corn, 
or two pints of Indian-corn (Guinea-corn yields 
three pounds of cocoa to a pint, and Indian two 
pounds and a half) — when roots are served out, 
it is in the proportion of three pounds to a pint of 
corn, they are also allowed one pound of fish and 
•one gill and a half of salt per week; and on Festi- 
vals and harvest-home, they have one pound of 
salted pork to each person ; children and infirm 
people have three meals a day cooked for them* 
The grown people are allowed a small piece of 
land for a garden, which they cultivate as they 
like best; they raise a great quantity of pigs, 
goats, and poultry, with which articles they prin- 
cipally supply the market. Every kind of pro- 
perty which they acquire is held as sacred to 
them, as their master's to him* The clothing for 
the men, consists anuually of a check and Osna- 
brags shirt, two pair of Osnabrugs trowsers, a 
Pennistone jacket, and a woollen cap or hat. 
The women have a check shift, Osnabrugs petti- 
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coat, a Penftistone jacket, and a cap or hatfcfke^ 

chief. The children have one suit each ;- l>*by~ 

Ikten is provided for the infants Their house* 

•are built of stone and thatthed ; there 4# a& 

average number of about four petsone inhabiting 

each house. Good Hospitals af e provided for 

the sick, and a woman of the best character is 

selected as sick nurse; an Apothecary is em- 

ployed to attend them every day, and in cases of 

danger a Physician, Surgeon, or Accoucheur, is 

called, as the occasion may require.- There are 

also Nurseries in which all the children who are; 

not of an age fit to work are kept under the 

superintendence of middle-aged women, who art 

selected on account of their good characters, And 

are mothers themselves; the children who are 

nursing are fed with pap during the time their 

mothers are at work. As soon- as die womefc 

report themselves pregnant, they are removed 

from the able gang and put to light work; Onte 

month is allowed them for lying-hr, a»d& cartful 

person attends them during their tonflneinent. 

~When the mother brings out her child she rt- 

* 

r « 

ceives a d6llar, and is instructed to purchase a 

pig, or any thitig els£ she Hkes bettter, fit the 

bene&t of the child- They to totj >&Mfcfc ^tk 
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for two months after they come out, and during 
the whole time they are nursing, have an indul- 
gence of time in the morning and evening, and 
return borne twice in the forenoon and once in 
the afternoon to their children, independent of the 
time allowed for breakfast and dinner. The chil- 
dren are not weaned till the eye-teeth are cut 

a 

According to the size of the estate, the gangs are 
differently classed, using all practical means of 
separating the weak from the strong. - They 
generally set to work about sun-rise, but if the 
field in which they are to labour is near their 
houses, a little earlier; take breakfast at nine 
o'clock, and resume their work about ten o'clock ; 
at one o'clock they come home to dinner, and are 
absent from work about two hours; they are 
drawn off at sunset, and retire to their houses to 
look after their own concerns ;• when making sugar, 
the boilers and stokers, and some of the mill 
people, which in large estates amount to twelve or 
fourteen persons, are kept out later, generally till 
nine or ten o'clock, and the boiling-house sets to 
work about five o'clock in the morning. Watch- 
men and cattle-keepers are unavoidably more 
exposed to the leather than other descriptions of 
persons on the estates, but om tflafe n*\k\* ^fc&s^i ^^ 



not found to be morfe unhealthy than their fellow 
labourers; — according to the size of the gang, one 
or more persons are allowed to bring them water, 
and any little comfort* which they may require 
whilst at work, On Sunday morning the gangs 

• * • • 

bring a handful of grass and take their allowance; 
Ho work is expected from them on that day, but 

■ 

after they have been assembled in the morning 1 , 
which is principally done with a view to prevent 
their rambling on Saturday night, the rest of the 
day is entirely left to them to dispose of as they 
think proper. 

Qu. 3. Is the cart-whip or cow-skin whip in 
general used as an instrument of punishment, 
and is it customary to expose the female Slaves 
indecently when subjected to punishment? 

Ans. Saith — that the Driver (who is ateo ait 
Overseer, to see the work faithfully performed) 
is restricted in his authority. He is not allowed 
to inflict more than six stripes ; if greater punish- 
ment is necessary, the offender is reported to the 

• - . 

Manager, who punishes according to the nature 
of the offence, either by corporal chastisement or 
confinement ; if the Driver abuses his authority, 
the gang are encouraged to complain against 
him, and in general they are verj te&&? \» to w v 
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jand he is punished in the manner already de- 
scribed. Under while servants have very little 
authority placed in their hands, their business is 
to observe and report the ill- conduct of the 
Negroes to the Manager, who if his (the Mana- 
ger's) conduct is not regulated from higher prin- 
ciples, he is checked in the abuse' of his power 
by self-interest, for the strong voice of public 
opinion is against his using tyrannical measures. 
. The community in general look with detestation 
on a man who has once obtained a character for 
severity, and if his maintenance depends on his 
profession, he is left to pine in want of the neces- 
saries of life, because he cannot get employment 
The cow-skin whip is carried more as a badge of 
office, than used as an instrument of correction ; 
the usual way of inflicting corporal punishment, 
both to men and women, is over the shoulders, 
with rods or a light cat of five or six strands ; 
the women are never indecently exposed on the 
estates. 

Qu. 4, From your knowledge of the habits of 

Negroes, are you prepared to say, whether or not 

. the women get husbands at an early age, and can 

you undertake to assert with confidence, whether 

or not they are restrained from contracting 
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engagements of this kind, by their licentious inter- 
course with the white men on the estates? 

Ans. Saith- — It has not appeared to him that 
the young Negro women are very remarkable 
for hating husbands at an early age; particular 
instances do sometimes occur of their getting 
husbands when very young. Examitt$nt saith, 
it is hardly necessary for him to remark what h 
so well known, that they have gallantries amongst 
their own colour, as well as the faiiveomplexioned, 
and a line is drawn, although the marriage cere- 
mony does not take place, between a woman who 
is the acknowledged wife of a black man, and 
another who lavishes her favours without settling 
herself: his answer is to be applied to tho&e who 
have acknowledged husbands. Examin^nt saith, 
he must divide the latter, part of your question 
in two parts — firstly, if you mean tq inquire 
whether arbitrary means are made use of on the 
estates to restrain the young Negro women front 
having husbands of their own colour at an early 

age, he does not believe it exists; — secondly, an 

* ■ . • . 

illicit intercourse with the whites does sometimes 
take place, but it is principally confined to the 
inferior servants on the estates, who are young 
men whose circumstances in life will not admit 
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of their marrying ai)4 supporting a family: — when 
*t connexion of this kind takes place between them 
and the yotntg black women, it is done by persua- 
sion, and because they have it piore in their 
power to gratify the vanity of the females in their 
fondness for dress ; punishment howeyer awaits 
the offender when his improper conduct is dis- 
covered, for he seldom escapes being turned out 
of the estates. A Manager's moral conduct is a 
gre^t recommendation qf him: glaring iqstgnpes 
of immoral conduct would not be tolerated. 
Saith — he is of opinion that the illicit intercourse 
with the whites, has but very little effect in pre- 
venting the young women on estates from having 
husbands at an early age, On two estates which 
are under his direction, and have upwards of four 
hundred negroes on them, only two coloured chil- 
dren, descendants of white men, have been born 
trace May 1817 to the present time; and on 
another which he took over in 1819, with 120 
Negroes, there has been no coloured child born. 

4$u. S. What are your opinions respecting the 
religious instruction of the Slaves by clergymen, 
of the Established Church ? 

Ans. Saith— that to this question he can an- 
swer decidedly, that he has no objection to the 
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religious instruction of the Slaves, but on the 
contrary, is willing to give all the assistance in 
his power to promote so desirable %a object. 

(Signed) Wm, Sua** 



The Examination of George Richards, itf.D. 

(on Oath). 

Query 1. What is your situation in life? 

Answer. Examinant saitb — that he is a Phyr 
sician, and a Member of the Royal College, of 
Surgeons in London ; that he is in the. habit of 
visiting estates daily, as their regular medical 
attendant. 

Qu. 2. What number of Plantations have yon 
under your care, and do you think there is a 
proper attention to the means of preserving the 
health of the Slaves generally, and to the com- 
forts of the sick in particular ? 

Ans. Examinant saith— that he practises for 
about eight estates, and other properties, the 
whole population of which, amount to about 
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$},500, and that he has also a general practice as 
Physician and Surgeon, and visits many estates 
in that capacity ; that in all the properties he 
attends, the Slaves have the greatest attention 
paid them, and in case of illness they have every 
allowance that he directs* 

Qu. 3. Do you, or do you not, sometimes have 
patients brought into the Hospital, suffering from 
the effects of severe punishments; and if such 
cases do occur, must they not necessarily come 
under your notice ? 

Am. Examinant saith — that he has never seen 

■ 

a single instance of that kind ; and if they did 
occur, they must necessarily come under his 
potice. 

(Signed) G. Richards. 



l. 

Examination of John H. Leacock, M. D. 

(on Oath). 

*. Query 1 . What is your situation in life ? 

Ans. Examinant saith — that be is a Physician, 
and a Member of the Royal College of Surgeons 
in London ; that he is in the habit of visiting 
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estates daily, as their constant medical attendant! 

Qu. 2. What number of Plantations have yoa 
under your care, and do you think there is 4 
proper attention to the means of preserving the 
health of the Slaves generally, and to the com*, 
forts of the sick in particular? 

Ans. Examinant saith — that he has about thirty 
Sugar Plantations, and many small places, having 
a population of about four thousand ; that there 
is generally every care taken to preserve the peo* 
pie in health, and every comfort afforded them 
during sickness. That independent of tk^se 
estates, he is usually consulted in cases of ex* 
treme illness on others, and that he has ever wife 
nessed the same care and attention to the sick. 

Qu. 5. Do you, or do you not, sometimes have 
patients brought into the Hospital, suffering from 
the effects of severe punishments; and if such 
cases do occur, must they not necessarily come 
under your notice ? 

Ans. Examinant saith — that such cases must 
come under his notice when they do occur, but 
that he has never met with such as to require his 
care and attention. 

(Signed) John.. H. Leacock. 
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Examination of Reynold C. Thomas, M.D. 

(on Oath). 

Query 1 . What is your situation in life ? 

Ans. Examinant saith — that he is a Physician, 
Surgeon and Accoucheur, and that he has been 
practising for about 10,000 Slaves in this Island 
for the last three years. That fifteen years ago, 
tte was engaged in ah apothecary's business, coat- 
taining about 2000 Slaves. 

Qd. 2. What number of Plantations have yen 
under your care, and do you think there is a 
proper attention to the means of preserving the 
health of the Slaves generally, and to the comforts 
of the sick in particular? 

Ans. He thinks that there has' been consider- 
able amelioration in their treatment, and attention 
to their comforts in every respect, within the last 
fifteen years; at present their Hospitals are good, 
and they have every attention in sickness. If the 
public Hospitals be excluded, he thinks that the 
Slaves here have considerably more comforts and 
advantages in sickness, than the labouring poor 
of England can have. 

Qu. 3. Do you, or do you not, sometimes have 
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patients brought into the Hospital, suffering from 
the effects of severe punishments; and if such 
cases do occur, must they not necessarily come 
under your notice? 

An$. Saith — that he has never attended any 
Slave who had suffered severe corporal punish- 
ment, either while practising as an apothecary or 
since; and although he does not consider that 
such cases must necessarily have come under bie 
notice if they had occurred, yet he has every 
reason to believe, that if the punishment had beep 
so severe as to have been at all dangerous, that 
they would then have come under his notice. 

(Signed) R. C. Thomas 



• * 
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Examination of the Rev. Samuel Ifinds, A. 3L 

(on Oath). 

Query 1. What is your station in life? 
Ans. A Clergyman, and Principal of Codriugten 
College. 
Qu. 2. Did you not officiate for some time im. 

m 

this Colony, as Missionary from the Society for 
the Conversion of the Negro Slaves; and did you, 
or did you not, meet with encouragement front 
the Owners and Overseers of estates; in prosfe~ 
curing the object of your mission ? State, parti- 
cularly the manner in which you were received 
by the Owners and Overseers of Plantations. 

Ans. In 1821, I was appointed Missionary by 
the Society for the Conversion of Negroes, and 
held the office for upwards of six months, during 
which time I made many applications to the 
Proprietors and Overseers of estates, for liberty 
to instruct their Slaves in religion, and without 
any exception, all these applications were received 
favourably, and in several instances great zeal and 
earnestness were manifested in the cause in which 
I was engaged. I have known the Proprietor 
himself read Prayers and expV^m itafc ^c^tass* 
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to his Slaves. My duties as Curate of Christ 
Church, prevented me from visiting the estates 
bn Sundays; I was therefore obliged to select 
tome other day for the purpose, and I observed 
that whenever I visited an estate, generally the 
Negroes were allowed an afternoon holiday and 
encouraged otherwise to attend me. It is but 
jf&tioe towards two respectable bodies of men, to 
sfrte further, that the Agricultural Society and 
M ike Planters' Club, each passed at vote approving 
the object of my mission, and offering their assist* 
ance to carry into effect any measures which I 
teigbt propose, for the general diffusion of Chris- 
tjaQity among the Slaves. In short from! the 
inquiries which I ib&de, as well as from my own 
Observations, the impression left on my mind is, 
that the general sense of the Proprietors of this 
Island is in favour of the religious instruction ol 
the Negroes, whenever undertaken by minister^ 
of the Church of England. 

(Signed) Samuel Hinds. 
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$},500, and that he has also a general practice as 
Physician smd Surgeon, and visits many estates 
in that capacity ; that in all the properties he 
attends, the Slaves have the greatest attention 
paid them, and in case of illness they have every 
allowance that he directs* 

Qu. 3. Do you, or do you not, sometimes have 
patients brought into the Hospital, suffering from 
the effects of severe punishments; and if such 
cases do occur, must they not necessarily come 
under your notice ? 

Am. Examinant saith — that he has never seen 
a single instance of that kind ; and if they did 
occur, they must necessarily come under his 
potice. 

(Signed) G. Richards. 
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Examination of John H. Leaeock, M. D. 

(on Oath). 

< Query 1. What is your situation in life? 

Ans. Examinant saith — that be is a Physician, 
and a Member of the Royal College of Surgeons 
in London ; that Jie is in the habit of visiting 



estates daily, as their constant medics}! attendant! 

Qu. 2. What number of Plantations have yoa 
under your care, and do you think there is 4 
proper attention to the means of preserving the 
health of the Slaves generally, and to the com* 
forts of the sick in particular ? 

Ans. Examinant saith— that he has about thirty 
Sugar Plantations, and many small places, having 
a population of about four thousand ; that them 
is generally every care taken to preserve the peo* 
pie in health, and every comfort afforded them 
during sickness. That independent of these 
estates, he is usually consulted in cases of $h* 
treme illness on others, and that he has ever wit* 
nessed the same care and attention to the sick. 

Qu. 5. Do you, or do you not, sometimes have 
patients brought into the Hospital, suffering from 
the effects of severe punishments; and if such 
cases do occur, must they not necessarily come 
under your notice ? 

Ans. Examinant saith — that such cases must 
come under his notice when they do occur, but 
that he has never met with such as to require his 
care and attention. 

(Signed) John,. H. Leacock. 
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Examination of Reynold C. Thomas, M.J). 

(an Oath). 



Query 1 . What is your situation in life ? 

Am. Examinant saitb— that he is a Physician, 
Surgeon and Accoucheur, and that he has been 
practising for about 10,000 Slaves m this Island 
for the last three years. That fifteen years ago, 
he vrais engaged in ah apothecary's business, coat- 
taining about 2000 Steves. 

<?«. 2. What number of Plantations have ye* 
under your care, and do you think there is a 
proper attention to the means of preserving the 
health of the Slaves generally, and to the comforts 
of the sick in particular? 

Ans. He thinks that there has' been consider- 
able amelioration in their treatment, and attention 
to their comforts in every respect, within the last 
fifteen years; at present their Hospitals are good, 
and they have every attention in sickness. If the 
public Hospitals be excluded, he thinks that the 
Slaves here have considerably more comforts and 
advantages in sickness, than the labouring poor 
of England can have. 

Qu. 3. Do you, or do you not, sometimes have 
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£,500, and that he has also a general practice as 
Physician 3nd Surgeon, and visits many estates 
in that capacity ; that in all the properties he 
attends, the Slaves have the greatest attention 
paid them, and in case of illness they have every 
allowance that he directs. 

Qu. 3. Do you, or do you not, sometimes have 
patients brought into the Hospital, suffering from 
the effects of severe punishments; and if such 
cases do occur, must they not necessarily come 
under your notice ? 

Ans. Examinant saith — that he has never seen 
a single instance of that kind ; and if they did 
occur, they must necessarily come under his 
notice. 

(Signed) G. Richards. 
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Examination of John H. Leacoclc, M. D. 

(on Oath). 

« Query 1. What is your situation in life? 

Arts, Examinant saith — that be is a Physician, 
and a Member of the Royal College of Surgeons 
in London ; that he is in the habit of visiting 
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estates daily, as their constant medics^ attendant! 

Qu. 2. What number of Plantations have yon 
under your care, and do you think there is 4 
proper attention to the means of preserving the 
health of the Slaves generally, and to the com* 
forts of the sick in particular? 

Ans. Examinant saith— that he has about thirty 
Sugar Plantations, and many small places, having 
a population of about four thousand ; that them 
is generally every care taken to preserve the peo* 
pie in health, and every comfort afforded them 
during sickness. That independent of these 
estates, he is usually consulted in cases of ex* 
treme illness on others, and that he has ever wifr 
nessed the same care and attention to the sick. 

Qu. 6. Do you, or do you not, sometimes have 
patients brought into the Hospital, suffering from 
the effects of severe punishments; and if such 
cases do occur, must they not necessarily come 
under your notice ? 

Ans. Examinant saitb — that such cases must 
come under his notice when they do occur, but 
that he has never wet with such as to require his 
care and attention. 

(Signed) John.. H. Leacock. 



of Reynold C. Thomas, M.D. 
(on Oath). 



Query I . What is your situation in life ? 

Ans. Examinant saitb — that he is a Physician, 
Surgeon and Accoucheur, and that he has been 
practising for about 10,000 Slaves in this Island 
for the last three years. That fifteen years ago, 
be was engaged in an apothecary's business, conh 
taining about 2000 Slayes. 

Qu. 2. What number of Plantations have yon 
under your care, and do yon think there is a 
proper attention to the means of preserving the 
health of the Slaves generally, and to the comforts 
of the sick in particular? 

Ans. He thinks that there has' been consider- 
able amelioration in their treatment, and attention 
to their comforts in every respect, within the last 
fifteen years; at present their Hospitals are good, 
and they have every attention in sickness. If the 
public Hospitals be excluded, he thinks that the 
Slaves here have considerably more comforts and 
advantages in sickness, than the labouring poor 
of England can have. 

Qu. 3. Do you, or do you not, sometimes have 



